
MESSAGE FOR SUNDAY 9TH MAY 2021. 

 

Psalm 98 

John 15:1-17 

We gather to worship today during a time that will be studied in history books for generations to 

come.   

Following months in a pandemic, increasing unemployment, rampant sickness, and too many deaths 

both in the United Kingdom and throughout the world.  There are few of us who have not been 

affected in some way by Coronavirus.  I believe that after the past year we might all be feeling more 

than a little discouraged at times.  So how do we encourage others when we are discouraged 

ourselves? 

Think about your own situation. In many cases, you may be trying to keep yourself together and 

your family together. You may have lost loved ones or know friends who have.  For many of us the 

past year has been one of isolation, frustration, and fear.  We miss those we love. Budgets are tight. 

The future is unclear.  

Yet our desire is to be a successful ministry and fulfil God’s call on our lives. That has not changed. 

The disciples in John 15 faced a similar situation. Jesus reveals to them the secret to their success. In 

the last few chapters of John, Jesus prepares his disciples for successful ministry beyond the trauma 

of the coming days. Their world was turned upside down. Their normal would be chaotic. Their faith 

would be tested. Jesus reaffirms his identity – “The I AMs of God” to them! Recognizing who Jesus is 

and what we are to him and in him is a great source of encouragement. We are not alone, and our 

success is not dependent on our strength alone either. We are workers together with Christ. 

The trauma of Pandemic and the chaos it has created has caused much uncertainty. Our world has 

been turned upside down. Our normal has become chaotic. Our faith is being tested. Our future 

seems unclear, yet I believe this same message given to the disciples can help us. John 15 reveals the 

last of the “I AM” statements in John’s gospel all of which reveal who Jesus Christ truly is.  John has 

already revealed that Jesus is the Bread of Life, the light of the world, the Good Shepherd, the 

Resurrection and the Life and “the way, the truth and the life”.  Finally in John 15 Jesus says “I am 

the true vine.” John has given us seven miracles and the seven “I AMs” to confirm the deity of Christ 

and affirm Jesus as God’s manifestation of himself in the world. His disciples are identified as his 

friends and personal choice to carry out his ministry in the world. 

The Disciples sat in awe as Jesus said to them in John chapter 14:- “Very truly I tell you, whoever 

believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, 

because I am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son.  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” 

Jesus spoke of greater works, and now in John 15, he speaks of fruit, more fruit, and much fruit. 

Jesus gives the disciples and us the secrets of success. You see Jesus demonstrates his confidence in 

the disciples and the advance of his kingdom on earth. He understands their doubts and fears. He 

knows the trauma of the future events, yet Jesus is confident because of who he is, who the Father 

is and what his disciples are capable of. 

The secret to making a difference is understanding that Jesus is the true vine, the source of life and 

nourishment, he is their supply and the source of all they will ever need. Jesus is the ideal, perfect 



vine, symbol of the spiritual life which Christ imparts to believers, who are the branches. Their 

success depends on and flows from the true vine. 

The secret to making a difference is understanding that his Father is the husbandman, who watches 

over, out for and looks after every need of the plant to increase their productivity. My father is the 

husbandmen who not only cares for the vine but owns the vineyard. He carefully examines every 

plant and selects every worker. 

The secret to making a difference is in understanding the value of connection. Their connection is 

maintained by obedience and love. The most often repeated word is “abide” which shows the power 

of God and the responsibility of man. The power and grace of God is available, but a disciple must 

abide in him. 

The secret to making a difference is revealed to them as friends of God. I have chosen you; you have 

not chosen me. You shall go forth and bring forth much fruit and your fruit shall remain. Your life will 

flourish with the fruit of the spirit; your testimony will be fruitful, and the Father will be glorified. 

Those who desire success in ministry should listen to these words carefully! Without me you can do 

nothing!” In our reading this morning, John says “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 

ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 

fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”  We should be encouraged by God’s grace this morning 

because what Jesus tells us here is that we are going to make it! 

 

 


