
SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 7TH MARCH 2021. 

CALL TO WORSHIP. 

Almighty God, 

whose most dear Son went not up to joy 

but first he suffered pain, 

and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 

mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 

may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

HYMN:- StF 455.  All my hope on God is founded. 

All my hope on God is founded; 

he doth still my trust renew. 

Me through change and chance he guideth, 

only good and only true. 

God unknown, 

he alone 

calls my heart to be his own. 

 

Human pride and earthly glory, 

sword and crown betray our trust; 

what with care and toil we fashion, 

tower and temple, fall to dust. 

But God’s power, 

hour by hour, 

is my temple and my tower. 

 

God’s great goodness aye endureth, 

deep his wisdom passing thought; 



splendour, light, and life attend him, 

beauty springeth out of naught. 

Evermore 

from his store 

new-born worlds rise and adore. 

 

Daily doth the almighty giver 

bounteous gifts on us bestow; 

his desire our soul delighteth, 

pleasure leads us where we go. 

Love doth stand  

at his hand; 

joy doth wait on his command. 

 

Still from earth to God eternal 

sacrifice of praise be done, 

high above all praises praising 

for the gift of Christ his Son. 

Christ doth call 

one and all 

ye who follow shall not fall. 

Robert Bridges (1844-1930) based on Joachim Neander (1650-1680). 

PRAYERS. 

God of the covenant, 

in the glory of the cross 

your Son embraced the power of death 

and broke its hold over your people. 

In this time of repentance, 

draw all people to yourself, 

that we who confess Jesus as Lord 

may put aside the deeds of death 



and accept the life of your kingdom.  

 

Holy One, creator of the stars and seas, 

your steadfast love is shown to every living thing: 

your word calls forth countless worlds and souls; 

your law revives and refreshes. 

Forgive our misuse of your gifts, 

that we may be transformed by your wisdom 

to manifest for others 

the mercy of our crucified and risen Lord. 

1ST READING:-  PSALM 19 

2ND READING:-  1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 

MESSAGE. 

HYMN:-  StF 500.  Happy are they who find the grace. 

Happy are they who find the grace, 

the blessing of God’s chosen race, 

the wisdom coming from above, 

the faith that sweetly works by love. 

 

Happy beyond description we 

who say ‘the Saviour died for me,’ 

the gift unspeakable obtain, 

the heavenly understanding gain. 

 

Wisdom divine! Who tells the price 

of wisdom’s costly merchandise? 

Wisdom to silver we prefer, 

and gold is dross compared to her. 

 

Her hands are filled with length of days 

true riches, and immortal praise;r 



riches of Christ, on all bestowed, 

and honour that descends from God. 

 

To purest joys she all invites, 

chaste, holy, spiritual delights; 

her ways are ways of pleasantness, 

and all her flowery paths are peace. 

 

Happy are they who wisdom gain, 

thrice happy who that guest retain; 

they own, and shall for ever own, 

wisdom, and Christ, and heaven are one. 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788). 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION. 

Lord, your presence is known in the structures we build, and also in their collapse. Though your 

people need places to gather, it is not the buildings or works of art alone that form your legacy.  Fill 

us with the desire to search for your truth, that we may transform the world, becoming fools for 

your sake. Establish in us a community of hope, not to contain your mystery but to be led beyond 

security into your sacred space. 

Lord, teach us to live simply that others might simply live: in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Creator God, yearning and striving to bring harmony out of chaos, so fill every fibre of our being with 

your wisdom, and so blow as a mighty rushing wind among the landscapes of our world, that the 

earth may reflect the wonder of the universe, in the glory of the transfigured Christ, who shared 

with you in the cost of creation. 

Lord, teach us to live simply that others might simply live: in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord, we thank you for the gift of friendship. For our companions on the journey with light enough to 

show us the fruit where brambles grow; and warmth enough to feed the grain of daily need.  For 

those who, in times of adversity, welcome us in and shut the door on the wolves outside; and for 

those who in times of happiness share a double joy, where each is glad for both. Lord, help us to 

treasure such relationships and, through them, grow ever closer to you. 

Lord, teach us to live simply that others might simply live: in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord, who binds up the broken-hearted, who proclaims freedom to the captive and promises justice 

to all who mourn its absence or loss, look with compassion on those who suffer. Bless them with 

beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness in place of grief, and instead of despair, enfold them in a 

garment of unending praise. 

Father, we bring you all these prayers in the name of your Son Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 



HYMN:- StF 504.  May the mind of Christ my Saviour. 

May the mind of Christ, my Saviour, 

live in me from day to day, 

by His love and power controlling 

all I do and say. 

May the Word of God dwell richly 

in my heart from hour to hour, 

so that all may see I triumph 

only through His power. 

May the peace of God my Father 

rule my life in everything, 

that I may be calm to comfort 

sick and sorrowing. 

May the love of Jesus fill me, 

as the waters fill the sea; 

him exalting, self forgetting - 

this is victory. 

May I run the race before me, 

strong and brave to face the foe, 

looking only unto Jesus 

as I onward go. 

Katie Barclay Wilkinson (1859-1928). 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL. 

Strengthened by God, let us go now in peace. In the spirit of Lent let us try to turn away from sin and 

be faithful to the Gospel. May we serve Jesus through our generosity to others. Let us always 

remember to turn to God for all our needs. We ask this in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 


