
MESSAGE FOR SUNDAY 7TH MARCH 2021. 

PSALM 19 

1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 

“The simple things are also the most extraordinary things, and only the wise can see them.” ― Paulo 

Coelho, The Alchemist. 

Paul contends that the gospel has a way of taking all our expectations and turning them on their 

head. God did not send us a messiah so that Christians can outpace the world at its own game. 

Instead, God’s work comes as a genuine surprise to the watching world. Where the world’s 

measuring stick would indicate “folly” or “weakness,” the gospel proclaims (to those with ears to 

hear) “wisdom” and “power.” 

As Paul begins his defence of the “foolishness of the gospel,” he places his interpretive key front and 

centre. It is the cross that is foolishness and weakness to outsiders. Because Christ crucified is the 

way that God has acted to save the world, Paul insists that our normal ways of assessing smart 

practices and displays of power are prone to deceive us. Is the work of God powerful? Yes, Paul 

insists, but this power will only be foolishness and weakness to others (1 Corinthians 1:18). 

When we are clever, we want to change the world but if we are wise, we know that to change the 

world we must change ourselves. 

In our culture we have a tendency to expect that Christianity will come alongside and reaffirm many 

of the ways of looking at the world around us that are otherwise embedded in our culture. This 

passage pulls back the curtain to expose the inner workings of the Kingdom of God. It allows us to 

see that God’s ways of working in the world are so entirely unexpected that they can only be 

recognized as powerful and wise by those who have been given the Spirit of God (cf. 1 Corinthians 

2:10). 

Wisdom is an entirely different thing than knowledge.  If we read enough about any given subject, 

we will gain knowledge.  We all have the capacity to study brain surgery if we really wanted to.  

However, knowing the principles of how the brain functions does not make a great brain surgeon.  

To become a brain surgeon requires the experience of operating.  To be a great brain surgeon calls 

for humility and compassion alongside the knowledge and experience and a realisation that not 

everyone can be fixed. 

Wisdom is attainable and according to James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, 

who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him”.  James goes on to 

explain that we ask for wisdom through prayer. 

In his letter to Corinth Paul continues to argue that being divided denies the gospel of Christ. 

Flocking to teachers who bear the marks of worldly power and wisdom undermines the economy of 

the kingdom, in which God’s wisdom and power so outpace their human counterparts that defining 

ourselves by wise and powerful leaders is shown up to be a denial of the gospel itself. 

What, then, is power? It is God, by God’s own doing, uniting people to Christ (verses 27-30). Christ is 

wisdom and power (verse 30). Union with the crucified Christ, then, is to play out in all aspects of 

the church’s life. 



When we realise that Christ is the substance of all we could want the wind is taken from the sails of 

any argument that would draw us to any particular leader in the Church.   We do not boast in earthly 

leaders, we boast only in the Lord Jesus Christ (verse 31). 

Richard Rohr says this of God - “The suffering creatures of this world have a Being who does not 

judge or condemn them, or in any way stand aloof from their plight, but a Being who hangs with 

them and flows through them, and even toward them in their despair. How utterly different from all 

the greedy and bloodthirsty gods of human history. What else could save the world? What else 

would the human heart love and desire? And, further, this God wants to be loved and to love rather 

than be served (John 15:15). How wonderful is that? It turns religion on its head.” 

When we truly understand that, when we really feel it in our hearts rather than acknowledge it in 

our heads, then we allow God to flow through us and that is where true wisdom is found.   

 

 


