
SERVICE SHEET FOR SUNDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 2021. 

CALL TO WORSHIP. 

God, you know our hearts.   

You have knitted our inmost being and you know our deepest desires, fears and worries.   

Help us to journey during this Lenten season into a new awareness of your presence in our lives.   

Save us from our own temptations, so that we may more freely follow you. 

Amen 

HYMN:-  StF 238.  Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us. 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
for we have no help but thee; 
yet possessing every blessing, 
if our God our Father be. 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us: 
all our weakness thou dost know; 
thou didst tread this earth before us, 
thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
lone and dreary, faint and weary, 
through the desert thou didst go. 

Spirit of our God, descending, 
fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
love with every passion blending, 
pleasure that can never cloy: 
thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
nothing can our peace destroy. 

James Edmeston (1791-1867). 

PRAYERS. 

Loving Lord, 

at the beginning of this Lenten season, 

we are met with the challenge of handing over 

every bit of our lives that do not come from you. 

To rid ourselves of what clutters our lives, 

and all that distracts us from the simple truth 

of your love for us. 

Your prophets have called us to change the way we worship— 

to make internal sacrifices instead of external ones. 

To seek justice, and love kindness, 



and walk humbly with you 

each and every one of our days. 

If we do not give anything up for Lent, 

then let us at least give up this: 

that we might cease living in ways that disconnect us from you, 

for every one of our steps is like a circle around your temple. 

Perhaps this Lent, 

we can give up our way 

and give ourselves to your way for us. 

So, lead and guide us on this Lenten way. 

May we walk with Jesus toward the hill just outside of Jerusalem. 

May we like him take up our cross and follow, 

spending each moment of our lives living responsively to you, 

just as Christ himself did. 

For that is the faithful way.  

 

God of Mercy and Grace, 

you come to us in Jesus of Nazareth 

to break down the dividing walls of hostility between us: 

Yet we maintain walls that separate and isolate. 

You give us the ministry of reconciliation: 

Yet we nurse our wounds and withhold mercy and forgiveness. 

You invite us to join with Peter, James, and John 

on the mountain of Transfiguration: 

Yet we deny the wonders you have worked in our own lives. 

You ask us to acknowledge and share our wealth: 

Yet we refuse to recognize and relieve the poverty around us. 

You bless our lives with boundless love: 

Yet we fail to witness to that love, 

and so keep others from knowing you. 

Forgive our selfishness, we pray. 

Transform us by your Spirit  



into that which pleases you, 

the image of Christ.   Amen. 

1ST READING:- Genesis 6:1-8. 

2ND READING:- 1 Peter 3:17-22. 

MESSAGE. 

HYMN:- StF 317.  At the name of Jesus. 

At the name of Jesus 

every knee shall bow, 

every tongue confess him 

King of Glory now. 

‘Tis the Father’s pleasure 

we should call him Lord, 

who from the beginning 

was the mighty Word. 

 

Humbled for a season, 

to receive a name 

from the lips of sinners 

unto whom he came, 

faithfully he bore it 

spotless to the last, 

brought it back victorious 

when from death he passed. 

 

Bore it up triumphant 

with it’s human light, 

through all ranks of creatures 

to the central height, 

to the throne of Godhead, 

to the Father’s breast; 

filled it with the glory 

of that perfect rest. 



 

In your hearts enthrone him; 

there let him subdue 

all that is not holy, 

all that is not true; 

crown him as your captain 

in temptation’s hour: 

let his will enfold you 

in it’s light and power. 

 

For this same Lord Jesus 

shall return again, 

with his Father’s glory, 

with his angel train; 

all the wreaths of empire 

meet upon his brow, 

and our hearts confess him 

King of Glory now. 

Caroline Maria Noel (1817-1877). 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION. 

Almighty God, 

Be with us as we contend with our lives and all our challenges. 

We give thanks that you listen, 

as we bring before you the troubles that undermine us. 

Strengthen and sustain our families and our communities. 

Nurture the bonds between us 

and inspire us to live with empathy and forgiveness. 

 Help those struggling with work or facing uncertainty in their futures, 

that they may find peace in your abundant love. 

Jesus, our Redeemer, rescue us when we stumble. 

Enable us to admit the temptations of the world, 

and support us to resist turning away from your teaching. 



Awaken us to recognize the gifts you have given each one of us, 

and to see the role we can play in healing your creation. 

Be with our leaders and those around the world, 

that they may act with compassion and generosity. 

Guide them to humbly serve their own countries, 

and to foster peace across our borders. 

  

God, our Creator, inspire us with renewed hope. 

Deepen our faith to hear your word and follow your way. 

Encourage us to bring all our hopes and desires to you in prayer, 

that in lifting our souls to you, 

we may be shaped by your love. 

Help us to hear the dialogue of prayer, 

and to listen in prayer as much as we speak. 

Comfort those suffering ill health 

to bear their pain with patience, strength, and courage. 

Holy Spirit, our Comforter, sustain us in our times of trial. 

All this we pray, assured by your eternal love.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER. 

HYMN:- StF 623. A safe stronghold our God is still. 

A safe stronghold our God is still, 
a trusty shield and weapon; 
he'll keep us clear from all the ill 
that hath us now o'ertaken. 
The ancient prince of hell 
hath risen with purpose fell; 
strong mail of craft and power 
he weareth in this hour; 
on earth is not his fellow. 

With force of arms we nothing can, 
full soon were we down-ridden; 
but for us fights the proper Man 
whom God himself hath bidden. 
Ask ye who is this same? 
Christ Jesus is his name, 
the Lord Sabaoth's Son; 
he, and no other one, 
shall conquer in the battle. 



And were this world all devils o'er, 
and watching to devour us, 
we lay it not to heart so sore; 
they cannot overpower us. 
And let the prince of ill 
look grim as e'er he will, 
he harms us not a whit; 
for why? his doom is writ; 
a word shall quickly slay him. 

God's word, for all their craft and force, 
one moment will not linger, 
but, spite of hell, shall have its course; 
'tis written by his finger. 
And though they take our life, 
goods, honour, children, wife, 
yet is their profit small; 
these things shall vanish all: 
the city of God remaineth. 

Martin Luther (1483-1546). 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL. 

Whatever wilderness the Spirit has brought you to: 
walk in boldness, as a beloved child of God 
walk in peace, under the shelter of the Most High 
walk in faith, knowing Christ walks with you. Amen. 

 


