
Service for Sunday 7th February 2021 – the Sunday after Candlemas 
 

Call to Worship 
 
Lord, our God, help us to give our minds to you in worship, so that we may learn what you 
have to say to us, and know your will.  Help us to give our hearts to you in worship, so that 
we may really want to do what you require from us.  Help us to give our strength to you in 
our worship, so that through us your will may be done.  In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
           Amen 
 
Hymn 127 StF   Please ensure your phone is muted or the mouthpiece covered for the   
     hymns 
1. Sing to the great Jehovah’s praise; 4. Our lips and lives shall gladly show 
All praise to him belongs;     The wonders of thy love, 
Who kindly lengthen out our days    While on in Jesu’s steps we go 
Demands our choicest songs.    To see thy face above. 
 
2. His providence has brought us through  5. Our residue of days and hours 
Another various year;     Thine, wholly thine, shall be 
We all with vows and anthems new   And all our consecrated powers 
Before our God appear.     A sacrifice to thee. 
 
3. Father, thy mercies past we own, 
Thy still continued care;       Charles Wesley 
To thee presenting, through thy Son, 
Whate’er we have or are. 
 
Prayers 
 
Thank you, Lord, for making all things beautiful in their time, and for putting eternity in our 
hearts.  May our thanks and praise continually blend with that of all creation, until we come 
together to the eternal joys which you promise in your love. O most high Almighty, good Lord 
God, creator of the universe, watch over us and keep us in the light of your presence.  O 
God our Father, we would thank you for all the bright things of life.  Help us to see them, and 
to count them, that our lives may flow with ceaseless praise. 

In gratitude we say:  Thank you Lord 
 
O Lord, our God, you know who we are, men and women with good consciences and with 
bad, who are content and discontented, the certain and the uncertain, Christians by 
conviction and Christians by convention, those who believe, those who half-believe and 
those who disbelieve.  But now we all come before you in all our differences, yet alike in that 
we are all in the wrong with you and with one another, that we must all one day die, that we 
would be lost without your grace, but also in that your grace is promised and made available 
to us all in your dear Son, Jesus Christ. 
 For all that is wrong in us  We ask your grace in forgiveness.  
Forgive us our sins, O Lord; forgive the sins of our youth and the sins of our age, the sins of 
our souls and the sins of our bodies, our secret and our whispering sins, our presumptuous 
and crying sins, the sins we have done to please ourselves and the sins we have done to 
please others.  Forgive us those sins we know and those sins we know not. 
 For all that is wrong in us  We ask your grace in forgiveness. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 



Readings: 
Habakkuk Ch. 3 vv 16 to 19 
Luke Ch. 2 vv 22 to 38 
 
Message 
 
Hymn 229 StF  (Tune 136 Bunessan) 
 
1. Mary and Joseph   2. Anna had prayed there,  3. Simeon sings now 
Came to the Temple,  Widowed, long waiting,  God offers blessing 
Brought the boy Jesus,  Worshipping God by  Brilliantly gilding 
Offered him there.   Day and by night.   Dawn of his day; 
People are waiting   Now she is praising,   Light in the darkness, 
Wanting to greet him,  Filled with elation;   Never extinguished, 
Long had they sought him,  Here is God’s promise,  Light of all nations, 
Solace for care.   Christ is her light.   Light up our way. 
 
         Andrew Pratt 
 
Prayers for ourselves and others 
 
We pray for our families, whether young or old.  Give us wisdom how to do what is best for 
them.  Guide our decision making.  Give us patience and understanding, especially with 
those who are difficult or obstinate.  May all we do be done in love. 
 Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer 
 
Lord, we commit to your care all who are strained and stressed in the home; those with poor 
housing; those with young children; those trying to cope with home schooling; those nursing 
sick partners, parents or children; those whose marriage is going through difficult times; 
those with too much to do; those with time on their hands or too little strength to do what they 
once did; those confined to their home and longing to have physical contact with family and 
friends.  For all who mourn.  For all who are burdened in these and other ways – 
 Lord, in your mercy   Hear our prayer 
 
Father, we pray for all who are under unbearable stress at work; those whose job demands 
great concentration and skill – thinking particularly of those seeking effective vaccines, those 
administering them, and all in the health service; those dealing with people in need and for 
those who are in need; those whose colleagues make life difficult and unpleasant; those with 
boring or unpleasant jobs; those having to work from home in difficult situations; those with 
no job, and those facing or fearing redundancy  -  
 Lord, in your mercy,    Hear our Prayer. 
 
Lord, we pray for the wider world; for peace in the many trouble spots of the world; for the 
United States of America and the challenges it and the new President face; for a genuine 
effort on all sides to achieve a good relationship between Great Britain and the rest of 
Europe; for all suffering from warfare, persecution, and natural disasters in our country and 
around the world, whose plight is to a large extent eclipsed by the pandemic –  
 Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer 
 
In the silence we bring our personal prayers to God. 
  Silence 
 
 The Lord hears our prayers   Thanks be to God         Amen 



 
Hymn 232 StF 
 
1. Through long years of watchful waiting 4. As the end of Christ’s obedience 
Simeon’s deep devotion shone   On that towering cross appears; 
Gratefully the child he cradles   Mary watches with the women 
Humbly holds God’s Holy One;   As the soldiers swing their spears; 
Rests content in life quiet evening,  Simeon’s word she recollected, 
Now his Temple task is done.   And her love dissolved in tears. 
 
2. So God’s age-long word of promise  5. In Christ’s death outside the city 
In that place is realised;    God’s own heart is pierced with pain: 
His salvation now embodied   In this world’s unending conflict, 
As a helpless infant cried;    Seeds of hope on earth remain; 
Hearing Simeon’s pointed blessing  In the light of patient servants 
Mary’s heart is crucified.    Christ’s self-giving lives again. 
 
3. In the following years she watched him 
As he pondered God’s intent; 
In that teeming crowd she lost him, 
As his searching way he went; 
In her grief, the son she mothered 
For the whole world’s need was spent    Thomas G Wilkinson  
 
The Blessing 
 
May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to himself; may the power of the Lord Jesus 
strengthen us in his service; may the joy of the Lord Jesus fill our souls; and may the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father , the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst us and 
remain with us always. 
            Amen        
  
  
Some prayers are adapted from The Oxford Book of Prayer (OUP) and The Lion Prayer Collection (Lion)  
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