
Message for Sunday 7th February 2021 (the Sunday after Candlemas) 
 
Last Tuesday was celebrated in the Churches’ Calendar as Candlemas: the 
presentation of Christ in the Temple.  We hear the details in our second reading, which 
involves an elderly couple, a young couple and, most important of all, a baby.  The 
elderly couple had grown old in waiting – waiting for a Messiah promised over the 
years.  They are living at a time very much in line with that of Habakkuk.  In his day, the 
country was in dire straits, crops were failing, the dreaded Babylonians were at the 
gates, corruption and violence were rife.  In Simeon and Anna’s day the country was an 
occupied one, Pax Romana was demanding and cruel, the territory was ruled by a 
deranged and cruel king.  Like Habakkuk, Simeon and Anna were looking for a saviour 
and were confident that God would one day answer their prayers. They were devoted, 
they were dedicated, but I wonder if sometimes they felt like giving up.  But they were 
content to rely on God’s promises, in Simeon’s case a very personal and specific one. 
 
I often wonder what people in the Temple thought of these two, coming/staying there 
day after day, week after week, year after year.  I wonder if some thought or even said 
‘Haven’t you got something better to do?’  Perhaps the Temple staff said ‘Here’s that 
old codger again’ or ‘Here’s that batty old woman once more’.  But whatever was said 
or thought, Simeon and Anna continued their faithful wait, and were rewarded. 
 
And whilst their two aims were the same, their reactions to their finding the promised 
Messiah were quite different.  Simeon rejoices that God had fulfilled his promise – he’d 
seen the new-born Messiah before he died.  But then he says in effect ‘Thank you 
Lord.  I can now relax and go home satisfied.  Now I can die in peace’.  His prayers 
have been answered, he’s seen the Messiah, - and that’s it.  But contrast Anna’s 
reaction.  She too rejoices in answered prayer and faithfulness, but note what she then 
does.  She tells everyone about it.  She can’t keep it to herself: it’s good news and she 
must pass it on. 
 
Which calls in question our reaction to the good news about Jesus.  We know Jesus as 
Saviour and Lord, we rejoice in the goodness of God, we are grateful for answered 
prayer.  But what do we do about it?  Do we say ‘Thank you, Lord’, and leave it at that?  
Or do we, like Anna, rejoice in thankfulness for all God has done – and share it with 
others? 
 
And what of that young couple?  They go up to Jerusalem like any ordinary faithful Jew 
would do - and suddenly they are confronted by this rather strange elderly couple 
warning them of their huge responsibilities in the future.  They can hardly take it in: they 
are, to use a modern phrase, gob-smacked.  And Simeon’s warning of a sword piercing 
her heart must have been frightening for this young woman.  If she didn’t have post-
natal depression before, it was almost certain to give it to her now.  I am sure she 
recalled those words as she stood at the foot of the Cross and watched her son die in 
agony.  Time and time again she (and to a limited extent, Joseph) must have wondered 
‘Why?’ as Jesus was threatened, misunderstood, and became increasingly involved in                                                   
controversy.  Luke records elsewhere that Mary ‘pondered all these things in her heart’.   
But she didn’t shirk her responsibility, and her attitude was just as it had been when the 
angel Gabriel visited her – ‘Whatever God wants, I will do’. 
 
So what are the messages from this incident for us today?   
 
If we feel God is a long time answering our prayers, be patient: as God answered 
Anna’s and Simeon’s prayers after a long wait, so will He answer ours eventually. 
 
Is our worship, whether it be remote or (one hopes, soon) face to face, simply for our 
own satisfaction, sincere though it may be? And when it’s over and done with, do we 



simply go away from the phone or the building with a feeling of satisfaction that we’ve 
‘done our bit’ for the week? I think the message for us is more in tune with Anna’s 
response.  We’re so grateful to God for His goodness and love, to Jesus for His love 
and sacrifice on the Cross, and to the Holy Spirit who prompts and guides us in all that 
is good – that we want to share that good news with others. 
 
And as we wonder why certain things happen, what the future holds, and what our 
purpose is here on earth, may we trust God, that He has it all planned and those plans 
are for our good, even if we don’t understand always what is going on.  As Mary 
watched her son grow up and eventually die on the Cross she didn’t understand why it 
all happened – until the Resurrection, when all was made clear.  She was content to 
‘trust and obey’ as the well-known hymn puts it.  As we progress in the new year with 
so many unanswered questions, may we do just that. 
 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
Can I suggest that sometime in the week to come you light a candle and think on the 
reactions of the characters in this episode in the life of Jesus 


