
Message for Sunday 28th February 2021. 

Isaiah 55:1-9 

Luke 11:1-13 

As we continue to journey through Lent, it is good to be reminded of what Lent calls us to do. 

After prophesying the sufferings of Jesus on the cross in Chapter 53, Isaiah bursts out in a hymn of 

praise to God for the blessings the Messiah will bestow on all who seek Him.  

Verse six from Isaiah 55 says “Seek the Lord while he may be found, call on him while he is near”. 

When we come to God with a seeking heart, we find him. God clearly gives us a commandment and 

a promise in this verse. The commandment is to seek the Lord; the promise is that we will find him.  

God has always been searching for us. From the beginning of human history, he has been the one to 

initiate the search to restore the broken relationship between him and his lost creation. He initiated 

the search beginning in the Garden of Eden and continuing through the crucifixion of his Son on the 

cross at Calvary.  

Overcome with fear and guilt when they disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve hid 

from God, but Genesis 3:9 shows us a loving, merciful God: “But the Lord God called to the man, 

‘Where are you?’” Humanity was crouched in fear and trembling trying to hide their sin from the 

eyes of a holy God, but God tenderly sought his lost children.  

The Lord continued seeking his lost children all the way to Calvary’s cross.  Jesus, identified 

in Revelation 13:8 as “The lamb slain from the foundation of the world,” assures each one of us as 

he did Zacchaeus in Luke 19:10, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” From 

Eden to Calvary God has come seeking his lost children. 

In our reading from Luke’s gospel this morning, we find similar words to those in Isaiah.  Jesus says 

“Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be 

opened”.   

Although God always takes the first step in restoring our lost relationship with him, he places 

responsibility on us as well.  We are called to seek. 

There are two ways we can find something. Sometimes finding comes by accident. Other times what 

was lost is found through a deliberate search. When Isaiah and Jesus speak in terms of searching and 

finding, they mean a deliberate search, not stumbling upon something by accident 

Both Isaiah and Jesus call us to make God our number one priority. We are searching for a personal, 

one-on-one relationship with him. To seek God is to desire him above everyone and everything else 

in life. Our search successfully ends when he truly “becomes our all in all.” God alone is our priority, 

and we prove it by giving him all our worship and our absolute obedience. We will find God when we 

come to him in the spirit of Jeremiah 29:13, “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 

all your heart.” 

Even when we desert God, go our own way, and suffer for our sin, if we “search for him with all our 

hearts, he will have mercy and abundantly pardon us.” 

Seeking for God with all our hearts must include the spirit of repentance, for seeking the Lord in 

both Testaments requires a “turning from self to God.”  Verse 7 in our reading from Isaiah says “let 



the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.  Let him turn to the Lord and he will have 

mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon”. 

God’s commandment to “seek” the Lord is a call not merely to a one-time epiphany, a single 

moment of sudden and great revelation, or a serendipity, finding something good by accident. It is a 

call to a continuous renewal of our relationship with him as we daily seek the Lord in total obedience 

to and worship of him. When we live in that daily relationship with Jesus, we find him, and we have 

absolute assurance of his mercy and abundant pardon. 

My prayer for all of us this Lent is that we find ways to actively seek the Lord because that is what 

God wants from us more than anything. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


