
Genesis 6:1-8. 

1 Peter 3:17-22. 

As Christians it is imperative that we attempt to open our minds to what we do not fully understand 

and when it comes to scripture, these verses from 1 Peter are a good example.   

On first reading, we have little idea of what Peter is talking about and even if we understand some of 

this reading it raises a lot of questions. 

Peter introduces four new themes in these verses.  First, after his death Jesus made a proclamation 

to the spirits in prison.  Second, these spirits had been disobedient in the days of Noah.  Third, 

Noah’s building of an ark to rescue his family points forward to baptism.  Fourth, baptism is less 

about washing clean and more about ‘the pledge of a good conscience towards God’. 

The lectionary for today does not contain the verses I have chosen from Genesis, but I would argue 

that if we are to make any sense of these verses, we need to put them in context which means 

referring to Genesis chapter 6. 

I remember a lady saying to me “I believe in God, but not the devil”.  That, I believe is a dangerous 

view to take.  I do not for one minute believe that the devil is bright red with a forked tail.  However, 

if we believe the Word of God and by that, I mean not picking and choosing the bits we like whilst 

rejecting the passages we find difficult; then Satan is real as are the demons and evil spirits that 

worship him. 

Peter has already warned his readers to expect suffering.  He has also said that this suffering may be 

inflicted by the authorities despite these early Christians having done nothing to deserve it. In 

addition, Peter has also made clear that due to their suffering they are put in the place where Jesus 

himself had been, the victim of the worst injustice of all. 

In Genesis 6 we learn that God has had enough of mankind and mention is made of the Nephilim.  

We need to understand who the Nephilim were to gain a better understanding of these verses in 1 

Peter.  In first-century Judaism the book of Enoch was both well known and treasured. In it, Enoch 

traces the woes and problems of the world right back to the Nephilim in Genesis 6.  Loosely 

translated as ‘giants’, the Nephilim were believed to be fallen angels, spiritual beings who during the 

time of Noah rebelled against God their creator.  The book of Enoch celebrates God’s victory over 

the Nephilim. 

Peter makes clear in this passage that the victory over all the dark forces of evil has been won 

through the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ.  These early Christians not only face 

persecution from human authorities but from the shadowy spiritual forces that seemed to give 

those human persecutors their power.  Right back from Genesis 6 these spiritual forces have been 

attacking humankind but due to Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection these evil forces know deep 

down they have been defeated. 

Peter then goes on to talk of the story of Noah and how Noah and his family were rescued from the 

great flood. Peter continues to speak of the saving power that water plays for the Christian in 

baptism.  

Thankfully, we do not have to guess at what Peter means when he speaks of baptism in verse 21 

because he clarifies that for us with the phrase “not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal 

to God for a good conscience.” While Peter is connecting baptism with salvation, it is not the act of 

being baptized that he is referring to (not the removal of dirt from the flesh). What Peter is referring 



to is what baptism represents, which is what saves us (an appeal to God for a good conscience 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ). In other words, Peter is simply connecting baptism with 

belief. It is not the getting wet part that saves but the “appeal to God for a clean conscience” which 

is signified by baptism, that saves us.  

The reason that many of Peter’s readers were suffering was that they had borne witness to their 

faith in Christ through baptism.  Peter’s hearers would have certainly not been baptised as infants, 

that practice did not begin until the third century. Perhaps some had confessed Christ verbally, but 

were hesitant to confess him through baptism because they had seen what had happened to others. 

Peter is urging these persecuted Christians to make public confession of their faith through baptism.  

When we face trouble or persecution, we need to know that Jesus, our Messiah has fulfilled the 

hope of Israel and defeated Satan and his followers. 

The Bible is clear that we can expect opposition and hostility if we take a stand for Christ. If Christ 

had to face hostility at the hands of those in authority, then shouldn’t we?  God’s truth is never 

established by majority vote. Even if, like Noah, no one else listens to our witness, we know that God 

listens, and his cause will ultimately prevail. Make a commitment to be like Noah—to stand alone for 

God—and he will vindicate you. 

 

 


