
Service for Remembrance Sunday 8th November 2020  
 

[It is suggested that for singing the hymns, people turn their phones to ‘mute’, or if 

not able to, then place hand over the mike part: this will enable the organ to be heard 

clearly and avoid the time-lapse singing we’re getting on some phones] 

 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Living God, we come together by conference call to worship You, to meet with Christ, 
not simply because we feel we should do, but because we want to praise You.  Help us 
to draw near to You, rejoicing in Your praise, receiving Your love, and reviving our faith.* 
 
Hymn  StF 132 - O God, our  help in ages past. 
 
1.O God, our help in ages past, 5.The busy tribes of flesh and blood                 
Our hope for years to come,   With all their cares and fears, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast,    Are carried downward by the flood 
And our eternal home.    And lost in following years. 
 
2.Under the shadow of thy throne  6.Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Thy saints have dwelt secure;   Bears all its sons away; 
Sufficient is thine arm alone,                               They fly, forgotten, as a dream 
And our defence is sure.    Dies at the opening day. 
 
3.Before the hills in order stood,   7.O God, our help in ages past, 
Or earth received her frame,   Our hope for years to come, 
From everlasting thou art God,   Be thou our guard while life shall last, 
To endless years the same,   And our eternal home. 
 
4.A thousand ages in thy sight 
Are like an evening gone.  
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun.       Isaac Watts 

 

 
 
Our Prayers 
 
Almighty God, we thank you today for all those who across the ages have been 
examples of courage, all whose words and actions have given inspiration to subsequent 
generations. 
    In glad thanksgiving we will remember them 
 
We thank  you for those who have had the courage to stand up for their convictions, 
come what may, to fight against evil and injustice, even at the cost of their own lives, to 
live out their faith and share it with others in the face of bitter opposition. 
     In glad thanksgiving we will remember them. 
 
And especially this day we thank yo for those who displayed such courage in all the 
horror of war – those who fought so bravely, who served so faithfully, and who sacrificed 
so greatly for the cause they believed in       /1 



      In glad thanksgiving we will remember them 
 
We give thanks for the freedom we enjoy through their sacrifice, we salute their courage, 
we acknowledge again the debt we owe them, and we remember so that the lessons of 
the past may not be forgotten or the sacrifices wasted. 
       In glad thanks giving we will remember them.            Amen 
 
We observe the two minutes silence 
 
We recall the names of those who died and whom are recorded on the tablet on 
the east wall of the church 
 
Harry Ashford, Ernest J.Barber, Harold W. Cross, Reginald Fooks, Henry J. Hounsell, H. 
Frank Hounsell, Percy Harwood, Thomas Trott, Wilfred Western, and Thomas Meech. 
 
 
 
,We say together Laurence Binyon’s well-known words: 
 
They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old.  Age shall not wither them, or 
the years condemn.  At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will 
remember them.  We will remember them. 
 
Prayers 
 
We have heard again today words which have been spoken so many times over the 
years, words which we have shared time and time again.  Yet the tragedy is we forget all 
too easily – the annual remembrance all too easily a token gesture, observed sincerely 
and respectfully, but then over and done with for another year. 
       Teach us to remember not just today, but always 
 
We forget how fortunate we are to live in freedom, how blessed we are to enjoy peace.  
We forget how some still suffer from the wounds of battle, and others even now mourn 
their loved ones 
       Teach us to remember not just today, but always 
 
Loving God, forgive us that despite our words and intentions we have often forgotten the 
lessons of the past.  Speak to us through all we hear and share today, so that we can 
truly say, and truly mean, ‘We  will remember them’ 
      Teach us to remember not just today, but always.           Amen 
 
Reading:  Genesis Ch. 40 vv 12 to 15, 20 to 23 
 
Message Part 1 
 
Reading:  Deuteronomy Ch. 8 vv 10 to 18 
 
Message Part 2 
 
Hymn  StF 698 - God! As with silent hearts we bring to mind 
 
1.God!  As with silent hearts we bring to mind      /2 



How hate and war diminish humankind, 
We pause – and seek in worship to increase 
Our knowledge of the things that make for peace. 
 
2.Hallow our will as humbly we recall 
The lives of those who gave and give their all. 
We thank you, Lord, for women, children, men 
Who seek to serve in love, today as then. 
 
3. Give us deep faith to comfort those who mourn, 
High hope to share with all the newly born, 
Strong love in our pursuit of human worth: 
‘Lest we forget’ the future of the earth. 
 
4.So, Prince of Peace, disarm our trust in power, 
Teach us to coax the plant of peace to flower. 
May we, im-passioned by your living Word, 
Remember forward to a world restored.   Fred Kaan 

 

. 
Prayers 
 
Living God, we pray for those who mourn the loved ones they lost, for those who lives 
even now are blighted by war, for those scarred in body, mind or spirit, for those for 
whom warfare has meant life can never be the same again 
         For all of these  Lord, hear our prayer 
 
We pray for those who strive to establish and maintain peace – governments and world 
leaders, United Nations’ forces and diplomats, pressure groups and ordinary people; all, 
who in different ways strive to promote harmony between nations, giving victims of war 
the opportunity to live a normal life once more 
       For all of these  Lord, hear our prayer     
 
We pray for those known to us and many more known to You who face the future with 
uncertainty, even in peace-time. Those recovering from illness, surgery, or injury, those 
facing redundancy, those awaiting diagnosis or prognosis, all suffering from lock-down 
or suffering in any way through Covid-19, those caring for others, whether in the NHS or 
personally.  And praying for an end to the pandemic and an early production of an 
effective vaccine. 
       In all of this  Lord, hear our prayer 
 
[A period of silence when we can make our own prayers] 
         In all of this  Lord, hear our prayer 
 
The Lords’ Prayer 
 
Hymn StF 721 [Tune Almsgiving H&P 337(i)] - What shall we pray 
 
1. What shall we pray for those who died, 
Those on whose death our lives relied? 
Silenced by war but not denied, 
God give them peace.         /3 



 
2. What shall we pray for those who mourn 
Friendships and love, their fruit unborn? 
Though years have passed, hearts still are torn: 
God give them peace. 
 
3. What shall we pray for those who live 
Tied to the past they can’t forgive, 
Haunted by terrors they relive? 
God give them peace. 
 
4. What shall we pray form those who know 
Nothing of war, and cannot show 
Grief or regret for friend or foe? 
God give them peace. 
 
5. What shall we pray for those who fear 
War, in some guise, may reappear 
Looking attractive and sincere?  
God give them peace. 
 
6. God give us peace, and, more than this, 
Show us the path where justice is; 
And let us never be remiss 
Working for peace. 
   
 Carnwadric Parish Church (Glasgow) Worship Group & John Bell (slightly altered) 
 
 

The Grace 
 
 
 
 
*Some prayers are taken and/or adapted from ‘Prayers for all seasons’ by Nick Fawcett (Kevin Mayhew) 
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