
MESSAGE FOR SUNDAY 22ND NOVEMBER 2020. 

EPHESIANS 1:15-23. 

Paul covers a huge amount in only a few verses throughout his epistles.  This passage is no different, 

the sheer depth of his theology in this passage is breath-taking.  Paul’s prayer in verses 15 to 20 is as 

relevant to us now as it was to his first listeners.  It appears from verses 15 to 16 that Paul has never 

met those he is writing to, but he has heard word of their faithfulness and love which is enough to 

encourage him to write to this fledgling church.   

Paul opens with thanksgiving for all that he has heard of the Ephesian Christians.  In giving thanks he 

is emphasising the importance of both prayer and commitment to other believers.  Paul’s words are 

also intended to encourage prayer and commitment to one another.  Paul’s constant praying for 

them brings him closer to God and he wants the Ephesians to understand that the same will happen 

to them  if they also continue to build each other up in love. 

Those dedicated to Christ cannot remain focused solely on their fellow Christians.  Respect for 

others and knowledge of them is what enables faith, hope and love to be experienced by those 

outside of the church.  That is what is reflected in this prayer. 

Paul’s understanding of the centrality of God and his trinitarian nature is the very foundation of this 

prayer.  In his prayer, he requests a spirit of wisdom and revelation.  This request to God is for all his 

readers to know the continual revealing work of God’s Spirit and thus they will all come to know God 

and what God has given them.  By knowing Christ, you will know God. 

A continual openness to the Spirit is what gives us the wisdom to understand the gifts that God has 

given each one of us.  Wherever we are on our journey of faith we need the Spirit to enlighten us. 

The darkness that is in each one of us needs the illumination of God’s love and it is the Spirit that 

gives us the power to alter the behaviours which separate us from God. 

Our passion for learning more about God and the example that Christ left us through his Spirit of 

how we should live, these are the things that should never dwindle in our lives. However old we are 

or however long we have been called by Christ to follow him the same calling applies to knowledge 

and wisdom of him. 

The world we live in offers no basis for hope.  Just look around you and what you see is greed, pride, 

selfishness, anger human stupidity, dishonesty and suffering of all kinds.  The reaction to the current 

pandemic in many countries throughout the world places the economy as of greater value than 

human life.  We can so easily feel hopeless and helpless in the face of it all. 

Hope was a rare commodity during the first century, just as it is today.  Christianity provided that 

hope for the early church, just as it does for us.  Paul’s prayer focuses our gaze on God’s power to 

bring life out of death.  That same power, offers us hope in our present lives and hope for the future.  

A New Age and a hope grounded in the Christ’s resurrection and Pentecost.   

As Christians, we live in both ages, the present age and the coming age.  The future is already set and 

that requires something from us.  That requirement is a change in our worldview.  Through Christ we 

move from meaninglessness to knowing that all is not lost.  We move to a place of hope 

Jesus is Lord over the whole church.  The church and Christ are so intimately bound and through 

belief in Christ, we too are bound to God.  Through Christ, the church and it’s individual members 

have inherited something amazing.  Our place of privilege and benefit is truly astounding because 



we are intimately involved with Christ who embodies and communicates the very fullness of God. 

 

 


