
MESSAGE FOR SUNDAY 15TH NOVEMBER 2020. 

 

Our text from Thessalonians puts forward the importance of paying attention within the context of 

the church in Thessalonica.  It focuses on conversations with Paul about the subject of Jesus’ return 

at the end of human history, an event that we as believers have long referred to as Jesus’ Second 

Coming. 

Apart from Revelation, no other book in the New Testament speaks about this subject more directly 

than Thessalonians. This should not really come as a big surprise to us. After all, the two letters to 

the church in Thessalonica which we refer to today as I & II Thessalonians are widely regarded to be 

the oldest works in the entire New Testament—older than any of the gospels and the book of Acts. 

In turn, when we read Thessalonians, we are eavesdropping on conversations that the earliest 

believers and churches were having. Among the major issues for them, was the question of how 

things were going to end and the idea of Christ’s return. 

Part of the reason this was so important to them is that they had imported this idea into their new 

Christian theology from Jewish theology. The Jewish idea was that once the Messiah had been 

clearly identified then the end was at hand. In Jewish thought, the belief existed that the generation 

alive during the Messiah’s reign would not die before the same Messiah brought life on earth to a 

close. So, with Jesus now affirmed as the Messiah, the question existed, when would he return and 

how were they to know and get ready for this event. 

Even today, there are those who try to figure out how to solve this same riddle of the exact moment 

when Christ will return. Over the past few months, there have been those who have stated that 

Covid 19 is the beginning of the end.   

However, the idea of living ready for the coming or return of Christ is much deeper and broader than 

just discovering a date on a calendar. In the New Testament, the concept of expecting Christ’s return 

challenges us to change who we are and how we spend our time. Practically speaking, this is true not 

only of how we prepare for the time when our life here on earth ends,  but it is also true of how we 

prepare to live through every day. 

The New Testament in general and Thessalonians in particular scream into our ears that Christ’s 

return is something we should expect and anticipate. It is a done deal; it is going to happen. In turn, 

our role is to be ready in light of this expectation. So, how do we do it? 

Let me make two suggestions. On the one hand, we prepare by living like every day is our last. 

Christ’s Return is a certainty for all of us. Therefore, our calling is to live life in all its fullness here and 

now.  Whether it is to end the age or to end our lives, Christ’s return for each of us is a given and we 

should prepare for that moment. 

Without trying to scare anyone, none of us know when our mortal lives will come to an end.  It does 

not matter how old or young we are or how healthy we appear to be, at some point we will die. Our 

heart will stop beating and we rarely know when that is going to happen. 

Paul is telling the early Church to be prepared and that same advice is just as relevant today. If Christ 

is inviting you to make a decision or to make a change in your life, then do it now. If Christ is calling 

you to make amends with someone, then do it now. If there is something that you want to 

accomplish or to do before this life ends—as quickly as you can, do it.  When Christ returns, no 

matter what that looks like or what shape it takes, do all that you can to be in a position to meet 



that moment with absolutely no regrets as to how you have used the time that you have had on this 

earth. 

On the other hand, we prepare by living expecting to meet the living Christ each day. One of the real 

fallacies of our thinking about the idea of Christ’s return is the thought that this concept only has to 

do with the end of the age. The truth is that the living Christ returns to and engages in our lives and 

our world every day not just at the end. Every day, through the Holy Spirit, through the experiences 

of our day, through the people that we meet and the conversations that we have, Christ enters our 

world. But, do we prepare each day for the possibility of those encounters? If we don’t, what would 

it look like for us to begin each morning with a quick prayer and a quiet moment to simply say, 

“Lord, help me to see you and hear you today. And, when I see you or hear you, help me to be open 

to what you have to say.” Preparing for each day in this way, I believe, could completely change our 

lives and give them a meaning and purpose that we so often fail to have. 

Do you know the feeling of getting ready for company? When guests are coming, we do everything 

that we can to ensure that when they arrive, we are ready for them. We cook a great meal, clean the 

house, put on our favourite outfit, cut the grass and if they are spending the night, we tidy the guest 

room. We anticipate their coming and we act out of those same expectations. Friends, we have a 

guest on the way. What do we need to do to be ready for his arrival?  

The great and glorious coming of Jesus is not meant to induce fear, but to infuse comfort in the 

knowledge that though loved ones have died, Jesus has not forgotten them, for in Christ living and 

dead alike will rise and be with him.  Chapter four leaves readers with a clear pastoral tone, 

“Therefore, encourage one another with these words.” 

John Chrysostom wrote, “Affairs change often.  We are not master of our end.  Let us be master of 

virtue.  Our Master Christ is loving.”  As we read this text let us never forget that Jesus is a loving 

groom.  In the face of the chaotic affairs of this world which change often, our reading should 

encourage and build us up.  What is needed is not more prophetic fear, or moral scolding.  Instead 

we need to understand why Paul is saying what he is saying to the early Church.  Paul is calling 

people to remain awake and alert and to live from a place of faith, love and hope.   

 

 

 


