
Message for Remembrance Sunday – 8th November 2020-10-30 
 
Part 1 
 

‘Remember, remember, the fifth of November’.  That was a few days ago.  
Today we  recall bangs and flashes of a much more sinister kind, as we 
remember world wars and lesser conflicts – all too often splashed across our 
screens and papers in horrifying detail.  This year we celebrated 75 years since 
VE Day and VJ Day when the wars in Europe and the Far East came to an end.  
Today we remember those who died and, I hope, those who survived, but were 
badly scarred, physically and mentally, by what they went through.  
 

The bible is full of incidents where people remembered – and where they 
forgot.  Following the Resurrection, the disciples remembered what Jesus had 
said about it, the dying thief beside Jesus on the Cross asks him to ‘remember me 
when you come into your kingdom’, and the whole Jewish festival of Passover  is 
based on remembering the escape from Egypt years before.  In the limited time 
available I want to look at a few cases and see what we can learn from them. 
 

We read part of the long saga of Joseph, whose story begins with being 
something of a spoilt brat, and ends with him being effectually the combined 
Prime minister and Chancellor of the Exchequer for Egypt.   Our excerpt finds him 
in prison, wrongfully accused, interpreting the dreams of two of his fellow 
prisoners..  To the one who will be re-instated in the palace, Joseph asks that he 
puts in a good word for him with Pharaoh.  But the record sadly states of the 
cupbearer ‘But he forgot’.  And later on after Joseph’s death, and when the ever-
increasing immigrants from Canaan were seen as a threat (Sounds familiar?), it 
was said of Pharaoh that ’he cared nothing for Joseph’.  He chose not to 
remember that Joseph had saved Egypt and a wider area from the ravages of 
famine.  One can almost see a parallel in the rejection of Winston Churchill after 
the war.  How important it is that we remember, especially today, those through 
whose sacrifice, willing or unwilling, we enjoy the peace and freedom we have 
today.  There is so much in that phrase: ‘Remember, for your tomorrow we gave 
our today’.  And in a smaller way, but no less important, we should remember 
those kindnesses, that generosity, that caring, that others show to us. 
 

Remembering in a different sort of way is found in Ecclesiastes -
‘Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth’ (as it is in the AV).  It was 
Ignatius Loyola who stated ‘Give me a child until he is seven’ and he would 
guarantee his faith in later years.  It is so important that children and young people 
learn early in life about   God as Creator and also as a loving God who is 
concerned about every aspect of our lives.  This can help them now as they try to 
cope with the problems of Covid-19, and will stand them in good stead when they 
get older.  Pray for parents, for grandparents, for schools, for things like Messy 
Church, that the younger generation will somehow be given that grounding in the 
faith.  We hope and pray that they will never have to go to battle in a war, but past 
soldiers have often related how, when faced with mortal danger, they recalled bits 
of scripture they’d learnt as a child – to their comfort.  
 



Peter, as Jesus stands trial, watches from afar, and is accosted no less 
than three times as being part of the Jesus set.  Denying it vehemently, he hears 
rhe cock crow, and suddenly remembers that Jesus had warned him that that is 
what he would do.  He suffers bitter remorse, but later by the lakeside, Jesus 
commissions him to feed his lambs and sheep.  And I believe Peter always  
remembered what he had done, and the extent of Jesus’ forgiveness.  That thread 
of forgiveness runs through the bible.  For example, there is a lovely picture of the 
restoration of Israel after the Exile in Jeremiah 31, which culminates in God 
saying: ‘I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sin no more’.  And 
we can know that forgiveness if we are genuinely sorry – no matter  how badly 
we’ve acted or thought.  What a wonderful gospel we have! 
 
Part 2 
 

Finally, the words from Deuteronomy give a warning.  God knew human 
nature.  When things are tough we turn to God, but when all is smooth sailing, 
when we have no health or money or relationship problems, it is easy to forget 
God.  Beware, says God, that you do not fall into that trap.  And as today we think 
about war and peace, we must not fall into the trap of thinking that because we 
have had 75 years of peace (at least in  the western world), it’s guaranteed.  Pray 
that in personal relationships and in national and international affairs, all may seek 
peace, and the welfare of all.  We do not want to have to add any more names to 
the memorial on the east wall of the church. 
 
So we remember the casualties of conflict.  May we also remember to be grateful, 
remember our Creator, remember a loving and forgiving God, and, above all, 
remember to love our neighbour as ourselves. 
         Amen 
 


