
South Petherton and Crewkerne Circuit    Sunday Service for 2nd August 2020 

The Lord is here : His Spirit is with us. 

We begin todays Sunday Service with the song, ‘One more step along the world I go ‘ 

1 One more step along the world I go,                  2 Round the corners of the world I turn, 

One more step along the world I go;                      more and more about the world I learn; 

From the old things to the new                               all the new things that I see 

Keep me travelling along with you;                         you’ll be looking at along with me.  

 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new: 

Keep me travelling along with you.  

 

      3      As I travel through the bad and good,               4 Give me courage when the world is rough, 

               Keep me travelling the way I should;                   keep me loving though the world is tough; 

               Where I see no way to go                                       leap and sing in all I do, 

               You’ll be telling me the way, I know.                    keep me travelling along with you.  

 

      5       You are older than the world can be, 

               You are younger than the life in me: 

                Ever old and ever new, 

                Keep e travelling along with you:  

 
Sydney Carter H&P 746, StF 476 CCli 899416   

 

 

Our prayers  

 

In the silence and the stillness,  

let us open our hearts and lives to God. 

He comes, as light and word, as Saviour and Lord,  

In hope, love and blessing 

 

We keep silence together  

 

Loving God, you have searched us and known us, 

our blindness, our frailties, our fears and our selfishness. 

 

We confess that we have sometimes disobeyed your command to love.  

Forgive us for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ  

who became like us that we might become like him.   Amen  

 

The true light that gives light to everyone has come into the world.  

 

This is Christ’s gracious word to us and to the world 

 

‘Your sins are forgiven’ 

 

Amen. Thanks be to God.  

 

Our readings for today   2 Corinthians 4  v 1 – 18     John 15 v 1 - 17 

 

 

 



Reflection 

Therefore, writes St Paul, to the Church, ‘because we have this ministry, we do not lose heart’. 

Many of us go through our Christian lives with a particular piece of scripture which keeps coming 

back to our minds. For me it’s 2 Corinthians Chapter 4 (as you might have noticed!!).  Here Paul gives 

us a picture of the way that the ministry to which we are called is the ministry which God will bless 

and as we seek to discern what that ministry is, as Paul says here, ‘we do not lose heart’.     

Paul talks here about treasure and what is treasured but not in the way that we might expect. 

When our children were at school, they were asked to make a treasure map. They drew an island 

with X marking the spot where the treasure was to be found. Of course, it didn’t look right so they 

took an old tea bag and suddenly a ’proper’ old treasure map was produced!   

That is one way to look for treasure, but the treasure that Paul is talking about here is a deeper 

treasure found, explored and expressed in and through the abundant love of God.  It is a treasure in 

the ordinary things, made extraordinary by God’s involvement with us and by God’s intervention in 

the world.  Paul puts it this way ‘ We have this treasure in common clay pots, to show that this all 

surpassing power comes from God and not from us’ .  Common clay pots are used every day. They all 

too soon get chipped round the rim. Sometimes so much damage is caused that they have to be 

mended. Clay pots show signs of wear which are signs of the story of their use. Such common clay 

pots are by their very nature ordinary, everyday, not put away in a cabinet to look at, but used, and 

in that use, Paul says that they hold a treasure.  Our experience of living in the world and finding 

faith there is similar to that of the clay pots in use every day, it is the very ordinariness that makes 

the difference 

Perhaps the thing with common clay pots is that the more that they are used the more that they are 

valued.  Many people have a special pie dish, or mug, which might not mean much to other people 

but means much to the person who owns it.  It is treasured.   We too find that treasure in our 

exploration of our faith as we seek God in all of the places where we journey, where sometimes we 

are challenged and sometimes, we are affirmed. It is in these places that our faith is strengthened. 

As the kneeler at the communion rail at Crewkerne says ‘May God stand between you and harm in 

all the empty places where you must walk’.  Perhaps the more we find faith in the ordinary the more 

we value it.  

Paul is telling us here that we have a unique calling in which we ‘do not lose heart’. As Paul goes on 

to say, ‘even though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 

day’. In other words, we live in this world and time sometimes takes its toll on us. Just as the 

common clay pots are chipped periodically so are we.  Inwardly though, as Paul says, we are being 

renewed day by day, through the grace, hope and peace of God.  

As we live out our lives we find  challenges and discover opportunities which emerge for us as we 

find faith there. In this, even though things change, we do not lose heart, for we have this ministry, 

our ministry, individually and collectively.   That is what we take into our future and it is this to which 

we have been called.  So may God guide, protect and bless us in our future, through all of the 

current changes and challenges, as we rest secure in the changeless nature of Gods love now and in 

our future.   

However unclear the future may be, we do not lose heart, for God has called us, and equips us to 

journey with him into our future. Whatever that future may bring we bring the treasure that is ours 

and share together in our journey of faith. This hope is picked up in the theme that this year’s 

President and Vice President of the Methodist Conference share with us. They bring again the words 

of John Wesley to us who said, ‘the best of all is, God is with us’. We can’t say better than that, 

wherever and however we may travel!  

 



Our prayers of intercession 

We pray for our world, for the nations of the world and for its peoples. As we continue to live 

through the Covid 19 pandemic we pray for health workers throughout the world who often work in 

difficult and dangerous conditions.  We pray for the leaders of the nations that they may seek the 

ways of justice, freedom and peace for all.  

We pray for our faith, that we may continue to learn and to grow in our faith and to celebrate God’s 

love and commitment to the world.  We pray for this circuit in the changes that are happening, and 

we pray for Anna as she continues her calling in ministry as Circuit Superintendent here.  We pray for 

the Circuit leadership team and or all those in leadership roles across the Circuit.  

We pray for all Presbyters and Deacons who are moving across the Connexion to take up new 

appointments this September and we pray that God’s blessing and peace to be with them and their 

families.  

We pray for those who are special and important to us; our families, our friends, our neighbours. We 

hold them in our prayers and we pray that God’s blessing and peace will be with them.  

We pray for those who live with the uncertainty of illness. As we pray for those who are ill. We ask 

that God will be close to them and those who watch with them. 

We remember those who have died, giving thanks for time shared together and we give thanks for 

the great communion of Saints who join with us in worship, prayer and service.  

In a moment of quietness, we bring our concerns and our hopes to God in prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

We close with the hymn . ‘There’s a spirit in the air’. 

1 There's a spirit in the air,                                     2  Lose your shyness, find your tongue 
    Telling Christians everywhere;                              Tell the world what God has done 
    Praise the Love that Christ revealed,                      God in Christ has come to stay. 
    Living, working in our world!                                 Live tomorrows life today. 
  
3 When believers break the bread,                          4 Still the Spirit gives us light, 
    when a hungry child is fed,                                     seeing wrong and setting right; 
    praise the love that Christ revealed,                        God in Christ has come to stay. 
    living, working in our world.                                   Live tomorrows life today. 
 
5 When a stranger's not alone,                                6  May the Spirit fill our praise, 
    where the homeless find a home,                           guide our thoughts and change our ways 
    praise the love that Christ revealed,                       God in Christ has come to stay. 
    living, working, in our world.                                Live tomorrow's life today. 
  
 7 There's a Spirit in the air, 
    calling people everywhere: 
    praise the love that Christ revealed, 
    living, working, in our world.                                                            Brian Wren StF 398  CCli 899416   

 
A prayer of blessing 

May the love of God enfold us, the peace of Christ go with us and the hope of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, now and always.  Amen.  

Some material from the Methodist Worship Book (TMCP) 1999  

 

   


