
South Petherton and Crewkerne Circuit 

Sunday Service 12th July 2020 

The Lord is here : His Spirit is with us 

We begin our service this week with the hymn ‘The Lord’s my Shepherd’ by Stuart Townend  

1 The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want            2  He guides my ways in righteousness 

   he makes me lie in pastures green,                     and he anoints my head with oil; 

   he leads me by the still, still waters,                   and my cup – it overflows with joy, 

   his goodness restores my soul.                            I feast on his pure delights.  

  

  And I will trust in you alone,                              3  And though I walk the darkest path - 

  And I will trust in you alone,                                  I will not fear the evil one, 

  For your endless mercy follows me                      for you are with me, and your rod and staff 

  Your goodness shall lead me home.                    are the comfort I need to know. 

  
Stuart Townend  StF 481  CCli 899416      

Our Prayers  

Creator God, you journey with us in our uncertainties bringing to us the certainty of your love.  The 

abundance of your grace is seen in the hope that you set before us and in the faith in which we gather. 

You have spoken to our world  and continue to speak with us as we seek your way in our lives today. We 

thank you that you have touched our lives and that our faith helps us to find a deeper vision of your hope 

for our world today. 

We thank you that in the fullness of time you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, into the world. He 

come to call people to journey with him, to explore the reality of faith and to seek the truth in your gift of 

love.  Jesus reached out to people, spent time with them, celebrated their lives and challenged their 

assumptions. He reached out his hands in healing and in blessing and he reached his arms out on a cross, 

and through his life, death and resurrection he has opened up the way of the Kingdom to us all.  

We give thanks that through Jesus you have sent your Holy Spirit into the world.  We thank you for the 

gentle whisper of the Spirit in our lives and for the Spirit’s power in the life of the Church. Lord God, dwell 

with is as we seek your way, share your hope and follow the way of your Son.  We bring these prayers in 

Jesus name.   Amen  

Readings   Romans 8 v 1 – 11    Matthew 13 v  1- 9, 18 – 23  

Reflection on the Parable of the Sower 

The parable of the sower is one of only a few of Jesus parables that have an explanation attached to 

them. This has guided our thinking about what Jesus might mean by the parable itself, but like any good 

parable, the words stand by themselves as part of Jesus teaching about growth, life and faith.  The central 

character within the parable is the farmer, the sower who goes out one day to sow the seed. This is long 

before the days of seed drills, the seed would be taken out of a basket and thrown around. This is why 

the seed falls all over the place, on the path, where the birds came and ate it up;  on the rocky places 

where the seed initially took root and grew but because there was no depth of soil it withered quickly;  in 

the places where the thorns already have a hold, and so the new plants could not establish themselves’ 

but some on the good soil where even there some seed grew better than others, producing a crop, some 

a hundredfold, some sixty and some thirty.  At the end of the parable Jesus in one of his moments of 

humour says ‘let anyone with ears listen’.  

Matthew then gives us what might be called an interpretative sermon. We have here some more insight 

into what the parable means, which gives some insight into the way that Matthew sees this parable 

unfolding. He talks of the way that a shoot is sometimes snatched away like the seed on the path; that 

those who hear the word and embrace it but have no root, when something challenging comes along 



they go away from that faith; that sown among thorns represents those who hear the word but it is 

choked by the ‘cares of this world and the lure of wealth’. But the good soil, where people hear the word 

and understand it – they bear fruit, thirty, sixty or a hundred fold.   

Here then is a parable of the Kingdom and a response to the word of God which we engage with in 

different ways at different times.  I always think when looking at this parable how easy it is for conditions 

on the farmers land to change. What was path one year may become good soil the next, the rocky places 

could be cleared of their stones and the thorns could be pulled up. The good soil, unless it is tended could 

itself become a rocky place. As any gardener or farmer will tell us, we have to keep on responding to the 

soil, to bring out the best in it and to transform it year by year. It would be easy for us to say that there 

will always be good soil but the reality of our world will continue to challenge us as well as to uphold our 

faith. The soil is in a place of continual change and so are our lives. What we see in this parable is a 

snapshot of now. We know that the next days, months and years will be different.  

The second thing about this parable that is important to me is that the parable talks of abundance. The 

farmer does not bring in particularly good farming practice as throwing the seed around will mean that 

some of the seed is lost.  But this parable is not so much about farming methodology. It is more about the 

abundance of the farmer, who is seen to be God.  The abundance of God’s grace is hinted at here and is 

seen in the lives of people today.  Every seed that is planted needs the conditions to grow, Jesus here is 

sharing with us a vision of life and growth, that we to may grow more into the likeness of Jesus, who 

shows us God’s hope in the life of the world. In doing so we too face the challenges that the world throws 

at us. In these though we celebrate God’s presence, hope and peace, which like the love of God is 

scattered everywhere because that’s how God is.  May we continue to grow in grace and find God’s way, 

even in the uncertainties in which we find ourselves today, as we continue to seek and share the blessing 

of God’s Kingdom today, in rocky places as well as in the good soil.  

We spend a moment in quiet reflection  

Our prayers 

We pray for this world, in its life and faith, in its diversity and hope, in its challenges and conflicts. As we 

pray for this world so we pray that we may find a deeper hope and a greater peace in the love that God 

sets before us.  

We pray for our Church in these uncertain times. We pray for those in the connexional team who 

interpret the guidance for us to reopen our Churches and to gather together. We pray for those who 

make the decisions to open locally. We give thanks for all of the Churches in the Circuit, for our work and 

mission and ministry, and we pray too for all the Churches who share with us.  We pray that we may 

discern what to take with us into the new spaces that we will inhabit with God, and that we may explore 

new ways of being the Church in our communities.  

We pray for those who are special and important to us as we pray for our families and friends. 

We pray for families affected by Covid 19, and for all those who are shielding in their homes who have to 

make a difficult decision as to whether to come out of shielding soon.  We pray for all those affected by 

Covid 19, for those who have been made ill by the disease, for all who have died and for all who have 

cared for them.  

We pray for those whose lives are challenged by illness, uncertainty or bereavement.  

We pray for those who have died and give thanks for time together.  We join with the Saints in light in 

worship, prayer and service and strengthened by their example may continue to find the way of God in 

our world today.  

We bring our prayers together as we say the Lord’s Prayer.  

Read or sing a favourite hymn 

May the Lord bless us, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit    Amen .  


