
South Petherton and Crewkerne Circuit Sunday Service 26th July 2020 

The Lord is here : His Spirit is with us 

We begin today with the hymn, 2  Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 

1 Seek ye first the Kingdom of God                           2   Ask and it shall be given unto you 

   and his righteousness,                                                       seek and you shall find; 

   and all these things shall be added unto you;                knock and the door shall be opened unto you 

   Alleluia Alleluia                                                                            Allelu Alleluia. 

 

3  We shall not live by bread alone, 

     but by every word 

     that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord 

      Allelu, Alleluia  
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We pray… 

Creator God, you journey with us as we discover more of your presence in the world. We thank you 

that you are with us, that your love and commitment transform our experience and give us insights 

into your grace.  We thank you that your word is spoken into our world and that we can continue to 

find your presence in the world around us. May your word sustain us and your hope be with us as 

we continue to live out our lives secure in your loving care.  

We thank you that in Jesus we find the vision of your hope. Jesus came among us to bring your 

message of love, peace, hope and blessing.  He reached out his hands in healing and welcome. He 

called his people to journey with him, and gave people insights into faith which strengthened them.  

He journeyed the way of the cross for us and for the world and through his life, death and 

resurrection opens up the way of forgiveness and life in time and in eternity.  May God continue to 

guide us in our discipleship. 

We give thanks for the work and witness of the Holy Spirit who has come into the life of the world 

and who shares with us in discerning and discovering new insights into faith and life. May God’s pirit 

continue to give us insights into our faith and how we as disciples of Jesus can continue to share his 

vision of forgiveness and blessing for all.  May God guide us, strengthen and bless us as we seek his 

way and share his hope, now and always.    Amen  

Our readings      Matthew 13 v 31 – 46   Romans 8 v 26 - 39 

Reflection   

Matthew in this chapter continues with his telling of the parables of Jesus. In Chapter 13 we have 

many of the parables collected together and having looked at the longer ones over the past couple 

of weeks (the parable of the sower and the wheat and the weeds)  we come today to look at some 

of the shorter of the parables which talk about growth and discovery of something important, in a 

mustard seed, in yeast, in treasure hidden in a field  and in the story of a pearl merchant who finds a 

pearl of great price.  These four short parables take on the themes of growth and discovery, a 

mustard seed which is the smallest seed which when planted becomes a large tree, giving shelter to 

the birds; the parable of the yeast, which is something that I can get alongside having been using the 

breadmaking machine over the past months – without the yeast the bread doesn’t work! ; the 

treasure which is found hidden is a field, which is reburied and the person who finds it goes and buys 

the field, and the merchant of fine pearls who finds a pearl of such perfection that he sells all that he 

has so that he can buy that pearl.  



Matthew puts these parables together as they all talk of the Kingdom of God as being something 

which grows and is of great value. Jesus often talks about both of these aspects of the Kingdom of 

God. For Jesus faith grows and keeps on growing as the parable of the mustard seed and the parable 

of the yeast show us.  This aspect of the way of faith is important, faith does not stand still, but it 

changes, challenges, grows, celebrates life and lives in hope.   

In these parables Jesus shares with us part of his understanding of the Kingdom of God where God is 

discovered and celebrated and where Jesus disciples seek to live out the principles of the Kingdom of 

God as justice and joy, challenge and choice, discernment and discovery.  When Jesus called his 

disciples, they were all different characters who together shared insights into God in the world. They 

found that faith did not stand still and there was more to discover. They found a value in God and in 

themselves that they did not see before they met with Jesus and they continued to learn about the 

way of God as they discerned more of God’s presence in the world.    

Perhaps Jesus, in these parables, is sharing with us a vision of the way that faith grows with us as we 

grow and the way of life that Jesus shares is something of deep value which does not stand still.  

Here we see that just as a plant changes over time, so does our faith and in doing so we discover 

new truths, share new opportunities and find new hope as we explore the way of the Kingdom of 

God.  When Paul met with Jesus, the thing of value that he gained was the insight that nothing can 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus as he tells us in Romans 8.  May we too continue to 

explore faith and life in our world having found and continue to find something of deep and lasting 

value in the love, hope and commitment of God.  

Our prayers  

We pray for our world. For its peoples and for its peace.  We pray for the governance of the nations 

especially during the Covid 19 pandemic. We pray for the work of ‘All we can’ and other agencies 

who work with those in most need across the world.  Lord inform our compassion for people near to 

home and across the world. 

We pray for our church as we continue to explore how we might reopen our buildings and join 

together for worship and we pray for our circuit in this period of change.  We pray that God’s Spirit 

will give us insight into ways forward and that we can keep on growing in our faith.  

We pray for our communities, for those who live and work on our community and we pray for our 

local councillors in the work that they do,  for shopworkers and manufacturers, we for all who work 

in the National Health Service and the emergency services and for all those who work in the Care 

homes across the Circuit.   

We pray for those who are important to us, our families and our friends.  

We pray for those who are ill and for those who mourn. We pray for those who are fearful to go out 

of their homes in these uncertain times.  

We remember all who have died and we give thanks for the communion of saints. 

In a moment of quietness, we bring our prayers to God…. 

We bring all of our prayers in Jesus name.     

We join together in the Lord’s Prayer 

Sing or say some verses from a favourite hymn 

May the love of God enfold us, the peace of God go with us and the blessing of God remain with us, 

and with all for whom we have prayed, this day and for ever.   Amen  


