
South Petherton and Crewkerne Circuit A service for Sunday June 28th 2020 

The Lord is here : His spirit is with us 

We begin by singing or saying the hymn ‘There’s a spirit in the air’ 

1 There’s a spirit in the air,                            3 When believers break the bread,      5 When a stranger’s not alone,  

    Telling Christians everywhere,                     when a hungry child is fed,                    where the homeless find a home, 

    ‘Praise the love that Christ revealed,         praise the love that Christ revealed,    praise the love that Christ revealed, 

     Living, working in our world!’                    living, working in our world.                   living, working in our world.  

 

2 Lose your shyness, find your tongue        4 Still the Spirit gives us light,               6 May the Spirit fill our praise, 

  Tell the world what God has done:               seeing wrong and setting right,      guide our thoughts and change our ways 

  God in Christ has come to stay,                     God in Christ has come to say               God in Christ has come to stay, 

  Live tomorrow’s life today.                             Live tomorrow’s life today.                   Live tomorrow’s life today.  

 

7 There’s a Spirit in the air, calling people everywhere; praise the love that Christ revealed, living, working in our world.  
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Our prayers 

 

Creator God, you are at the heart of creation. You share with is in the flow of time and space, you inspire us within this 

world as we look at the wonders of the world around us.  As you speak with us in the world today, help us to listen to 

your voice in the silent places, in our concerns and in our everyday lives. We thank you that you have spoken with your 

people in the past through the Prophets who reflected your presence in the world, through those who wrote the story 

of faith and that you continue to speak through those who live that faith out in today’s world.   

 

We thank you for Jesus who through his life, work, prayer and example gives us insight into the flow of your love 

reaching out into the life of the world. As Jesus reached out to others so he offered to them, as he offers to us, a deep 

hope and a rich blessing.  As we follow the way of Jesus today may we be inspired by his story, be sharers of his 

promise and followers of his way.  Through Jesus life, death and resurrection we find renewal and commitment, may 

we be inspired in our journeying as followers of his way.  

 

We thank you for the gift and presence of your Holy Spirit, who inspires our faith and whose presence guides us into 

your truth. Just as your Holy Spirit came into the lives of the disciples of Jesus at the first Pentecost so may your Holy 

spirit come among us as we seek your life, your way and your truth.  

 

You offer to us and to our world, peace, blessing and forgiveness. May we know these gifts in our lives and share them 

in the life of your world today.       We bring our prayers in Jesus name. Amen 

 

Today’s reading John 4 v 4 – 26 

 

In today’s reading we have a picture of Jesus’ interaction with a woman who comes to the well to draw water.  

Because there is nothing remarkable about that, we might wonder why John puts this story in his Gospel. As we look 

more closely though we see that John tells us how people can be divided through a story, or by how they speak, or by 

their gender or by their faith. Jesus recognises here that all people whatever their background or experience have to 

ask for a drink of water, just as he did, his request expresses our common life. 

The time is around noon, not a time when most people would have come to the well to draw water. Jesus has sent his 

disciples into the town to buy food and he sits alone at the well, until an unnamed woman comes there to fetch water 

for the day.    Many women would have gathered at the well earlier and would no doubt would have talked about 

what was happening in the village, and would have laughed and cried together.  

She didn’t expect anyone to be there so it would have been a surprise to her to see Jesus.  



It was Jesus who started the conversation, not about God or faith, but about our human need for water. He asked her 

‘will you give me a drink?’  The woman is somewhat taken aback at this and says to Jesus ‘you are a Jew and I am a 

Samaritan. How can you ask me for a drink?’  Jesus in asking for a drink is expressing something that we all need, 

something which goes beyond culture, nationhood and gender, time and place.  

It is then that Jesus speaks of faith. ‘If you knew the gift of God’ he says, ‘And who was asking you for a drink you 

would have asked him and he would have given you living water’ .  As is often the case in the Gospel record, the 

woman takes Jesus words literally. Sir, she says, ‘you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you 

get this living water?’.  ‘Are you greater than our father Jacob who gave us this well and drank from it himself?’ she 

asks. History is important and the story of the people of Israel and the Samaritans is being shared here.  Jacob sat at 

the spot where Jesus is now sitting, giving a sense of continuity back to the people who knew God then with those 

who find God now. 

Jesus goes on to explain that everyone who comes to this well will be thirsty again, but those who drink the water that 

he gives them will become in them ‘a spring of water welling up to eternal life’. ‘Sir’, the woman says ‘give me this 

water so I won’t get thirsty and have to come back here to draw water’. Jesus then asks her about her husband which 

might be a pointer as to why she has come to the well at a different time to everyone else.   In this dialogue she says 

that she has no husband which Jesus knows, as he knows about her present circumstances too.   

She sees that he is a prophet. They then talk about where God may be worshipped and the way that both Jews and 

Samaritans believe that the Messiah would come one day.   Jesus points her to a time when God will be worshipped ‘in 

spirit and in truth’. The woman tells Jesus that when the Messiah comes that he will explain everything. And Jesus 

declares, ‘I who speak to you am he’.  She then tells all in village about what Jesus had said.  

Here is an encounter between two people which is unexpected. Jesus speaks to the woman asking for a drink of water. 

From this encounter she finds a deeper truth about the Spirit of God. In the flow of time and place, God’s spirit and 

hope roll down like a never-ending stream which leads to life both here and in eternity.  And all of this from a request 

for a drink of water!! 

We join in a time of quietness – we might think of how God’s spirit is with us today. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Today we continue to pray for our world which continues to be challenged by the effects of Covid 19.  As we pray for 

this world, so we pray for the leaders and people of all nations throughout the world .  We give thanks for those who 

work for the human rights of others and we pray for those who seek justice in our nation and across the world 

We pray for our families and our friends. We pray for all those who are special and important to us and we give thanks 

for all those who share our story.   

We pray for our community. As we do so, so we pray for those who work for the NHS, we pray too for all key workers 

who keep our communities safe.  We pray for those in our community who are fearful for the future. We ask that you 

will be with them and that they may know your peace. 

We pray for those who are ill, remembering those who are in hospital, or in care homes, or in their home.  We pray for 

them and ask that they may know the closeness of God’s love and that they and those who watch with them may 

know God’s peace.  

We remember those who have died. We give thanks for them and for time shared together. As we remember the 

Saints in light, we pray that one day we may share with them in your eternal Kingdom.  Until then may we be inspired 

by the lives and by the faith of those who have gone before us.         

We join our prayers together as we say the Lord’s Prayer 

Say or sing a favourite hymn 

The blessing  

May God bless us, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit     Amen  


