
South Petherton and Crewkerne Circuit Sunday June 7th 2020  Trinity Sunday  

Sing to the Lord a new song,  Sing to the Lord all the earth, Sing to the Lord, praise his name 

Proclaim his salvation day after day  (Psalm 96) 

The Lord is here : His Spirit is with us   

We sing or say the hymn  

1 God with us; Creator, Father, bringing everything to birth; 

    Mother of the whole creation, fire of stars and life of earth: 

    Down the countless years composing, from the earths evolving night, 

    Love’s response to love, and forming, mind and soul to seek your light.  

 

2 God with us, Redeemer, Brother, friend forever at our side, 

    here in flesh, you walked among us, taking up your cross, you died. 

    Crucified, despised, rejected, perfect love, who shared our shame, 

    Streaming from the cross, your judgment, full of mercy, clears our name.  

 

3 God with us, unwearied Spirit, from the birth of time and space, 

   surging through unconscious being, joyful, Life-Creating Grace: 

   Through the centuries you find us; you, as God, inspire our prayer; 

   Life and Power at work within us, Love for ever, everywhere! 

 

4  God, transcendent, far beyond us, closest friend, unfailing guide: 

    Through the ages, wronged, affronted, in your poor, still crucified! 

    God with us; convict, forgive us; by your holy love destroy 

    all that hinders peace ad justice: fill this aching world with joy.                Alan Gaunt  StF8  Tune Ode to Joy CCli 899416                                                      

 

Prayers 

We praise you that you are God who speaks to us in so many ways.  We thank you that you speak through the 

world around us, through your creation and you speak with us in our world today. We thank you that in the 

life, death and resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus, you offer a love so deep it forgives our mistakes as you 

offer forgiveness and freedom to us and to the world.  

Holy Spirit, you speak words of reassurance, hope and power to help us live as disciples of Jesus today You 

equip us to serve in your name. We praise you, God our creator, saviour and empowerer, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit.  

Forgive us Lord when we do not hear you speaking, when the busyness of our living, or the noisy clamour of 

our world drowns out your voice. Help us to journey in your light and peace, that we may see you more 

clearly, love you more dearly and follow you more nearly in this and every day.   

Readings Isaiah 40 v 12 -17, 27 – 31    Matthew 28 v 16 – 20 

Reflection   Within the bible we find times when the people of God are having a moan about something or 

other. This is the case in our Old Testament reading from the prophet Isaiah.  The people are disgruntled, we 

don’t know what about, but in verse 27 the prophet has God speaking, in a somewhat exasperated voice,  

‘Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, my way is hidden from the Lord, and my right has been 

disregarded by my God.’  It’s as if the people have forgotten God who has journeyed with them, who has faced 

challenges with them and who has been part of their story for generations.  Now though they are out of step 



with God, and they complain that God is not listening. It is then that Isaiah gives us one of those gems of 

poetic and prophetic writing when he says ‘Have you not known? Have you not heard! The Lord is the 

everlasting God, the creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is 

unsearchable’. In other words, God who has walked with his people and who has shared with them in their 

journeying is the same God who upholds hope, truth and justice in that same world.  Here the prophet is 

saying that God is there and that God gives renewed hope in times of challenge.  The last few verses of this 

passage of scripture give us a picture of renewal and discovery of God’s presence especially in a time of deep 

challenge. That is not to say that the people of God escape the world. We have to live in the place where we 

are, but Isaiah shares his vision of God in that and in every place.  In all this, says Isaiah, there is a waiting for 

God and in that waiting there is a strength. As the prophet says ‘even youths will faint and be weary, and the 

young will fall exhausted’ but those who wait for the Lord,  they shall ‘renew their strength, they shall mount 

up on wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint’. That is the vision and 

inspiration that Isaiah shares.  

On this Trinity Sunday we continue to respond to the way of God in our world as we follow the way of God 

who strengthens us, who challenges us and who upholds us.  We see God as creator, redeemer, life giver and 

like Isaiah we have a picture of God’s hope and love soaring on eagles’ wings.  Wherever we are and in 

whatever circumstance we find ourselves, Isaiah reminds us that God is with us, even in those challenging 

places where is seems like God has left us.  We might say that in our places of transition and change that ‘my 

way is hidden from the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God’ but yet, God is here, within this creation, 

in our here and now, and in our future.  For Isaiah, the way of God is in the waiting, the watching, the hoping. 

But all of these will form part of a renewal of hope when we and the world soar on eagles’ wings and find a 

renewed love so that we might touch, and be touched by, the very heart of God.   

Prayers for ourselves and others  

Creator God, we pray for the world you have made and our part in it 

For places of hunger, war torn places, places of power and authority, places of dying and suffering. Help us to 

be faithful in praying for a world in need and to see those places where our giving, speaking and acting could 

make a difference. 

We pray for the despairing, the lonely, those trapped in addiction and destructive habits. Help us Lord to be 

faithful in praying for those in need and where we can make a difference to someone, prompt us to act.                

Empowering God, we pray for your Spirit’s wisdom, love and grace to be alive and active in the world. For your 

holy wisdom to inform and enlighten those in authority. For your holy love and grace to be in our 

relationships. For insight to help those who hold differing opinions to find understanding and compromise.    

Help us Lord to be faithful in praying for your Spirit’s work in the world, to be open to your presence in our 

lives and to be channels of his love to others.  

Today I pray for ……..  

We bring our prayers in Jesus’ name.  

We join our prayers together in the words of the Lord’s Prayer 

Say or sing words from a favourite hymn or listen to a piece of music 

May the glory of God – Creator, Saviour, Empower keep us, guide and sustain us to live in love and grace, this 

day and forever. Amen. 

Some material by Rev John Carne with thanks 


