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I do not know about you, but sometimes life seems to be going on quite well, when suddenly without any 
warning and perhaps without reason, things get very stormy.  For example, it may be financial, you find when 
you look at your bank statement you have overspent.  This is too easy these days, when it is so easy to use 
our flexi cards.  Or perhaps something breaks down in the home and must be replaced.  It maybe the tv, 
washing machine, the vacuum cleaner or worse still the iPhone. 
 

Have you noticed; things never seem to go wrong in just ones, in but twos or threes!  Or something 
may go wrong at home, depending on your mood, with your loved one.  You make a casual remark, or an 
action can be interpreted the wrong way, and in a matter of seconds a heated argument can be let loose. 
(Of course this does depend on your temperament.) 
 

 In the world sometimes even more serious events take place quite unexpectedly.  For example, at 
this moment, we are all experiencing the terrible devastation, heartache, grief and fear the coronavirus is 
causing in people’s lives. 

  
I remember in 2004 driving to Yeovil from Chard, and as I drove out of Crewkerne, a van overtaking 

a lorry on the opposite side of the road hit our car!  This I did not expect, nor was I prepared for it.  I was 
lucky to get away with only minor injuries.  
 

About two years ago we had the Grenfell Tower disaster when I believe 73 people lost their lives and 
the effects of this are still being felt by the community today. 
 

As a minister I get to know some people very well and they become a part of my life, and I form 
special friendships.  Then quite unexpectedly, something happens to their health, that effects their quality 
of life, that makes a difference for the worse, or they become extremely ill and pass away.  This on occasions 
can question my faith. 
 

None of these examples I have described: have we planned or expected, or in most cases wanted.  
You may say well it is a part of life?  Some of these things we have the power to control, but others we have 
no control over at all.  It reminds me of the Boy Scouts Motto BE PREPARED. 

 
When the disciples set out on that boat, they didn’t expect the storm.  They were not prepared for 

what was going to happen, and they became from what was normal to being terrified, yet they all had 
witnessed Jesus’ acts and words in his ministry.  He was in the boat with them, even though he was asleep.  
They awoke Jesus and He said, “WHERE IS YOUR FAITH?” 

 
 As Christians, in all the adversities of life, we should still remember that our Lord is with us in all the 

unexpected things in life.  I realize this can be hard, and at times we get frustrated and afraid at what life 
throws at us.  When we have trouble, frustration, and fear in life.  Where is our faith? 
  

My message today is, do not let us take life for granted.  Let us value what we have around us; our 
standard of life, and even more important, do not let us take each other for granted, especially the ones 
we love, and those who are closest to us.  We never know what is around the corner.  Remember that 
Jesus is always with us.  Let us always have faith in Him. 
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