
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait...” 
Stay at home, stay alert.  Wait, and wonder.  A reflection 

Acts 1 (NIVUK) 
4 

On one occasion, while he [Jesus] was eating with them [the apostles], he gave them this command: ‘Do 

not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 
5 

For 

John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

“In the days and weeks after the first Easter, the followers of Jesus went through uncertain times. They probably didn’t 

feel very safe meeting together due to fear of the Jews, somewhat like our fear of meeting together due to Covid-19. 

Acts 1:15 informs us that around 120 met together. On some of those occasions Jesus appeared, and His risen 

presence must have been so reassuring to them. In John 20:19-22 Jesus appeared and said “Peace be with you”, and 

the disciples were overjoyed. Even though we can’t physically meet together, wherever we are we can experience 

Jesus present with us, giving us help, healing and hope.” (Rev. Derek Balsdon, Development Worker, Methodist 

Evangelicals Together, 1
st

 May 2020). 

The resurrection period between Easter Sunday and the Ascension is important and fascinating, but not 

really recognised as a season of the Christian year in itself.  The Lectionary simply refers to the “Third, 

Fourth (et al) Sunday of Easter”, a bit underwhelming considering the uniqueness of this period of just less 

than six weeks.  The resurrection appearances also seem to be to be a bit random, higgledy-piggledy.  For a 

lot if not most of the time, the disciples chose to – or had to, or were told to – ‘stay at home’.  And for a lot 

if not most of the time, Jesus was not there with them. 

Only three resurrection appearances are set-out in any detail: [1] Easter Sunday evening at Emmaus and 

back to Jerusalem (Luke 24.13-49 and John 20.19-23); [2] the Thomas episode a week later (John 20.24-

29); and [3] the fishing incident with Peter and others at the Sea of Galilee (John 21.1-23).  Two other 

appearances are just brief episodes, [a] the Easter morning ‘gardener’ episode with Mary and after (John 

20.11-17 cf. Matthew 28.8-10) and [b] on a hilltop in Galilee (Matthew 28.16-20).  Then just a couple of 

general references (Acts 1.3-5 and 1 Corinthians 15.5-7). 

Each Gospel author would of course describe the events in relation to what they had personally 

experienced, what they wanted their intended readership to note specially, and what they had spotted 

was not covered in the earlier-written Gospels (Mark’s being the first, John’s being the last).  Later in this 

reflection I have reproduced the resurrection accounts from the Gospels in what – to me – seems a logical 

sequence, although there are quite a few ways of looking at what happened when, so it’s not definitive. 

The different accounts however bring together a number of issues which lead in to the major events of the 

Ascension and Pentecost. 

Stay at home, stay alert 

Understandably, the disciples were afraid to go out after the events of Good Friday, because of the 

hostility of the authorities.  On the evening of Easter Sunday, they were indoors “with the doors locked for 

fear of the Jewish leaders” (John 20.19).  It was just the same a week later: “the doors were locked” (John 

20.26).  Not without good reason, if you look at Acts 4 and see what happened to them after Pentecost, 

when they came out of their retreat, openly proclaimed Jesus’ resurrection and a crippled beggar was 

healed.  They were arrested, held in custody and put on trial.   



Not only this, but the disciples must have been wondering about some very disconcerting things that Jesus 

had told them only a few days ago, during Holy Week.  In a quite long talk1 (Luke 21.5-36), he had 

described several ways in which things would become and stay very tough, right into the future, for the 

community of Jesus’ followers.  It was not going to be an easy road to travel.  He ended this talk by saying 

“stay alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that must happen, and to 

stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21.36 NET).  Stay at home, stay alert. 

However, a while later, we find Jesus’ followers in Galilee, which would have been a much safer place than 

Jerusalem, it was also their home area.  They were there because Jesus had asked them to meet him on a 

Galilean hilltop (Matthew 28.120 and 16).  While they were still there, some of them went out of lockdown 

and back to work, fishing (John 21). 

Finally, sometime before the Ascension, they went back to Jerusalem and were told by Jesus to stay in the 

city (Acts 1.4).  After the Ascension, they stayed at home, but also felt safe enough to go locally from the 

house to the temple regularly (Acts 1.13-14, Luke 24.53). 

Be surprised 

It must however have been a little unsettling to the disciples and other followers who saw the risen Jesus, 

to find that he was not always around, but seemed to come unexpectedly and unannounced.  He could 

have, more conveniently, said he would drop in every week at their Thursday coffee morning to have a 

chat, or asked them to check their diaries to see if Mondays and Wednesdays after lunch were free, and 

how about the 1st Tuesday of each month where they could ‘reconnect’ at say 7.30pm.  But for some 

reason, he preferred to surprise them.  He still does that sort of thing. 

On Easter Sunday morning, Jesus was stood quietly behind Mary waiting for her to turn round to go home 

(John 20.11-17), and then he “suddenly” met the women on their way back (Matthew 28.9).  On the 

Emmaus road, he drew up alongside the couple but they did not recognise him until he broke the bread, 

then he suddenly disappeared.  When they got back to Jerusalem to join the other disciples late that 

evening, Jesus interrupted all the talk about him and was standing there.  A week later, with Thomas 

present, even though the doors were locked Jesus came and stood among them.  On the shore of the Sea 

of Galilee, there he was cooking breakfast, unrecognised to start with.  The only recorded time that was a 

little predictable was on the Galilee hilltop, where Jesus had told them to go; they arrived there and then 

Jesus came to them. 

Jesus is always full of surprises, coming to us when we least expect it – but often when we most need it. 

Don’t be afraid 

The first reaction of the disciples on when Jesus stood among them on Easter Sunday evening was to be 

“startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost” (Luke 24.37).  But Jesus was not just some kind of 

spirit: he was real, touchable, he ate.  He was fully physical although he could move freely in time and 

space, even when the doors were locked – a bit Einstein, indeed science is just starting to see how flexible 

                                                      
1
 Three areas are covered in this talk.  The first (verses 9-17) makes it clear that it was not yet going to be a perfect world, but 

that they should expect wars, insurrections, earthquakes, famines, plagues (e.g. Coronavirus!) and persecution to continue.  The 
second (verses 5-6 and 20-24) more specifically looks ahead to the Roman military blockade of Jerusalem in AD 70, when much 
of the city was to be destroyed, including the Temple.  The third (verses 25-28) describes signs that, throughout the ages, should 
remind us to be ready for Jesus’ promise that he will come again, at any time, to bring in the end of the age. 



spacetime might be.  A solid, living being, maybe a different mix of molecules and subatomic particles, but 

not conventionally organic or decaying, something more permanent, not bounded by spacetime. 

Jesus told Mary not to touch him (John 20.17), but a few moments later the women “clasped his feet” 

(Matthew 28.9).  That same evening he invited the disciples to touch him and see (Luke 24.39).  And the 

same to Thomas a week later (John 20.27).  He ate with them (Luke 24.43) maybe shared breakfast in 

Galilee (John 21.12-15), and gave them the “do not leave Jerusalem...” command while he was eating with 

them just before his Ascension (Acts 1.4). 

Hard to imagine let alone describe.  But Paul had a good go – well he would, wouldn’t he?  He tried to 

describe what in due course our resurrection bodies will be like.  Have a read through 1 Corinthians 15, yes 

all 58 verses...  as often with Paul, he does repeat himself a bit and sometimes goes round in circles as he 

dictates to his scribe.  So here’s some homework to do: have a go at editing or cutting-and-pasting 1 

Corinthians 15, so as to avoid hesitation, repetition or deviation.  It could well end up quite a bit shorter, 

although it would still take more than ‘Just a minute’ to read through. 

Wait and wonder 

There would have been quite a bit of ‘free time’ in between Jesus’ resurrection appearances, to wait and 

wonder about rather a lot of new things, try to make sense of things they had heard over the past three 

years, and go back to work fishing. 

Interestingly, most of the resurrection appearances recorded in detail seem to be designed to remind 

those present of something that happened earlier in Jesus’ earthly ministry.  Just the way Jesus said 

“Mary” to her on Easter Sunday morning, so familiar that she cried out “Rabboni”.  Jesus breaking bread at 

Emmaus, like he had done many times and at what we know as The Last Supper.   The Galilee hilltop, 

reminiscent of the Sermon on the Mount and of the Transfiguration.  The Sea of Galilee and fishing, a 

reminder of when Jesus previously walked along the lakeshore and called to them to be disciples, while 

they were fishing and likewise pulled in a miraculously large catch (Luke 5.1-11 and Matthew 4.18-22). 

Jesus also took the chance to teach his disciples, to recall what he had said in the past three years, and to 

set their minds straight as to what had happened and its significance (e.g. Luke 24.27 and 44-49, Acts 1.3-

5). 

There was a bit of doubting amongst the wondering.  In Matthew 28.17, “some doubted”.  Not I think 

intellectual doubt about the resurrection, as it was clear that Jesus was stood there, but not being able to 

make out what on earth was going on or what would happen next.  Likewise with ‘doubting Thomas’ (John 

20.24-29), I suspect that Thomas was more miffed that he had been left out of it on Easter Sunday, by the 

way he said “Unless I see ... I will not believe” (my italics).  According to reliable tradition, Thomas ended 

up in south-west India (easy to do via the Alexandria trade route) and started a Christian community that is 

still there, so we do him no favours by calling him names!  

But the main call to “wait” came not long before (maybe even on the day of) the Ascension, in Acts 1.3-9.  

They were to wait, not leave Jerusalem.  This was different, unique, it was just said “On one occasion” (Acts 

1.4).  They were told to expect to be “baptised with the Holy Spirit”, but given no details at all of what this 

meant, when it would happen, or how, or what the outcome would be.  When Jesus was saying this, they 

were not even aware that such a thing as Jesus’ Ascension would take place, even though it happened 

shortly after, when he took them out of the house to Bethany, just outside the city wall at the foot of the 

Mount of Olives. 



They then went back into the city and did what they were asked.  They waited.  But not inactively, a lesson 

to us these days!  They stayed at home, no doubt a time of wondering what on earth was going to happen, 

but they were very active, “together constantly in prayer” (Acts 1.14).  They also took their daily exercise 

and were confident enough to go out – within the city limits, not on a long drive journey, and “stayed 

continually at the temple, praising God”.  Praising, praying, waiting, wondering. 

But not for long, just ten days.  Then, while they were expecting the unexpected, the unexpected 

happened.  And things have never been the same since. 

Jesus’ Resurrection appearances: Easter Sunday to the eve of Ascension Day2 
 

EASTER SUNDAY MORNING 

John 20.11-17 
11 Now Mary ... turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realise that it was Jesus.  15 He 

asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?’ 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, 

and I will get him.’  16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’  She turned towards him and cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’ 

(which means ‘Teacher’).  17 Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go 

instead to my brothers and tell them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.”’ 

 

Matthew 28.8-10 
8 ... the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly 

Jesus met them. ‘Greetings,’ he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshipped him. 10 Then Jesus 

said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 

 

EASTER SUNDAY EVENING 
Luke 24:13-49 
Emmaus 
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and 

discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were 

kept from recognising him. 
17 He asked them, ‘What are you discussing together as you walk along?’ 

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, ‘Are you the only one 

visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?’ 
19 ‘What things?’ he asked. 

‘About Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied. ‘He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the 

people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified 

him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the 

third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early 

this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who 

said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 

said, but they did not see Jesus.’ 
25 He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not 

the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’ 27 And beginning with Moses and all the 

Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going 

further. 29 But they urged him strongly, ‘Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.’ So he 

went in to stay with them. 
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 

them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognised him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They 

asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened 

the Scriptures to us?’ 

 

Back in Jerusalem 
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, 

assembled together 34 and saying, ‘It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.’ 35 Then the two 

told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognised by them when he broke the bread. 

                                                      
2
 NIVUK, omitting Mark 16.9-20, as per NIVUK note: “The earliest manuscripts and some other ancient witnesses do not have 

verses 9–20” 



36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with 

you.’ 
37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, ‘Why are you troubled, 

and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a 

ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.’ 
40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because 

of joy and amazement, he asked them, ‘Do you have anything here to eat?’ 42 They gave him a piece of 

broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 
44 He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: everything must be fulfilled that is 

written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’ 
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, ‘This is what is 

written: the Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these 

things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 

clothed with power from on high.’ 

 

John 20:19-23 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for 

fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 20 After he said 

this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.’ 22 And with that he 

breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if 

you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’ 

 

A WEEK AFTER EASTER 

John 20:24-29 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’ 

But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and 

put my hand into his side, I will not believe.’  26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and 

Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace 

be with you!’ 27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 

into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ 
28 Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 
29 Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen 

and yet have believed.’ 

 

LATER, WHEN THEY WENT TO GALILEE (see Matthew 28.10 above) 
Matthew 28:16-20 
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they 

saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’   

 
John 21:1-23 

21 Afterwards Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 2 Simon 

Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 

other disciples were together. 3 ‘I’m going out to fish,’ Simon Peter told them, and they said, ‘We’ll go with 

you.’ So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realise that it was Jesus. 
5 He called out to them, ‘Friends, haven’t you any fish?’ 

‘No,’ they answered. 
6 He said, ‘Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.’ When they did, they were 

unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 
7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, ‘It 

is the Lord,’ he wrapped his outer garment round him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the 

water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, 

about a hundred metres. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some 

bread. 
10 Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish you have just caught.’ 11 So Simon Peter climbed back into the 

boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not 

torn. 12 Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ None of the disciples dared ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 

They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the 

fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 



15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than 

these?’ 

‘Yes, Lord,’ he said, ‘you know that I love you.’ 

Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 
16 Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ 

He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.’ 

Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’ 
17 The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, you know all 

things; you know that I love you.’ 

Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went 

where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you 

and lead you where you do not want to go.’ 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter 

would glorify God. Then he said to him, ‘Follow me!’ 
20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had 

leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is going to betray you?’) 21 When Peter saw 

him, he asked, ‘Lord, what about him?’ 
22 Jesus answered, ‘If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow 

me.’ 23 Because of this, the rumour spread among the believers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did 

not say that he would not die; he only said, ‘If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? 

 

GENERAL REFERENCES TO THIS PERIOD 

Acts 1:3-5 
3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He 

appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while 

he was eating with them, he gave them this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 

Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptised with water, but in a few days 

you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

 

1 Corinthians 15:5-7 
5 [Jesus] appeared to Cephas [Peter], and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five 

hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen 

asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles... 

 

 

[AFTER THE ASCENSION AND BEFORE PENTECOST: IN JERUSALEM] 

Acts 1:13-14 
13 ... they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and 

Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and 

Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the 

mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 

Luke 24:53 
53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

 

 

[COMMENTS IN JOHN’S GOSPEL BY THE WRITER] 

[Original ending by John or scribe??] 

John 20:30-31 
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this 

book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 

 

[Final ending by editor/scribe, referring to John in v.24] 

John 21:24-25 
24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is 

true. 
25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the 

whole world would not have room for the books that would be written 
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