
South Petherton and Crewkerne Circuit   Sunday Service for the 10th May 2020 

Welcome to today’s Sunday service which is being shared by many people across the Circuit.  

The Lord is here : His Spirit is with us : Alleluia 

We read or sing this Easter hymn  

                   1 Christ is alive let Christians sing.                                   3 In every insult, rift and war,       

                      The cross stands empty to the sky.                                  where colour, scorn or wealth divide 

                      Let streets and homes with praises ring.                        Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 

                      Love, drowned in death shall never die.                         and lives, where even hope has died.  

 

                 2  Christ is alive! No longer bound                                    4  Women and men, in age and youth, 

                      to distant years in Palestine,                                             can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 

                      but saving, healing, here and now,                                  and find the way, the life, the truth, 

                      and touching every place and time.                                 revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 

 

                                                                                                                5   Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

                                                                                                                     good news to this and every age, 

                                                                                                                     till earth and sky and ocean ring, 
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Our   Prayers  

Creator God, you join with us in our world.  As you came to us in your Son so through his life, death 

and resurrection you remain with us always. We give you thanks that it is in love that Jesus came, love 

which was seen in his reaching out into the life of the world, bringing healing and transformation, light 

and peace to our darkened world.   

In this Easter season, we continue to celebrate God’s hope, share the vision of God’s love and explore 

signs of God who continues to reach out into the life of our world today.  In the uncertainty of our days 

we pray that God will reach out to us, to our communities and to our world and that we may reach out 

to offer hope to those around us. 

As the resurrection of Jesus transformed the barrenness of the disciple’s hearts to bring them light, 

hope and peace, may the hope of this Easter season continue to transform our experience, so that we 

can see the light of God with us and share that light with those around us.  We ask God to be close to 

those whose lives are deeply challenged at this moment and especially with those who walk through 

the valley of the shadow of death.  

Lord God, be the light in our darkness and the hope in our fear. Be with us in our journeying in this 

world, and in the next, and may the light and hope and peace of the risen Christ be with us all.  Amen 

 Readings 1 Peter 2 v 2 – 10     John 14 v 1 – 14  

John Chapter 14 is perhaps one of the most famous parts of John’s Gospel and we will be looking at 

this chapter this week and next. The passage begins with words of assurance ‘Do not let your hearts be 

troubled’ which is something that is often easier said than done but at the heart of Jesus’ ministry is 

that sense of the assurance and hope of God. Very often our hearts are troubled because of what is 

happening to us and to those around us but as Jesus says here ‘believe in God, believe also in me’. 

When Jesus called his disciples to their journey with him he did not choose them because they were all 

the same but because they were different, in looks, in understanding and in their faith. Jesus is the one 

who prepares them to discern where God is, and then he goes before them to prepare a place for their 



(and our) future. In my Fathers house, says Jesus are many dwelling places. It is that uniqueness of our 

being, past, present and future which Jesus talks of here.  

And then the question ‘you know the way where I am going’. Thomas did not know the way that Jesus 

was pointing out to them and said ‘Lord, we do not know the way that you are going, so how can we 

know the way?’. It is then that we have one of the central verses within the New Testament as Jesus 

says, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’, which is 

a bit problematic in our 21st century culture but which fits perfectly with Johns theology of creation in 

which ‘he (Jesus) was in the world and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not 

know him’ (John 1 v 10).   

It is then that Philip shows his growing awareness of who Jesus is when he says ‘show us the Father, 

and we will be satisfied’.  Throughout this chapter of John’s Gospel, John raises his central question, 

‘who is Jesus?’.  ‘Believe me’, says Jesus in verse 11 ‘Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 

is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves’. In that way the Father 

may be glorified in the Son and may still be found in our world today as we continue to see glimpses of 

God, who is the way and the truth and the life in Jesus.  

For John this passage ties in with the experience of faith, the way of assurance and the development of 

God’s involvement in the world seen, explored and expressed in Jesus. Like much of the Gospel it 

changed its meaning after the resurrection when the disciples found an assurance of faith which gave 

them hope and peace. May we too find that assurance, hope and peace in our lives today and always.  

Our prayers  

Let us pray for our world in crisis, 
a crisis that has brought out the best and the worst in humanity: 
 
We give thanks for those who are offering help in so many ways to those in need; 
and pray for those who in their fear acted less generously. 
 
We give thanks for all the key workers who have worked tirelessly in medical and care sectors; Local 
Authority and community teams; production and distribution; and pray for those who are not able to 
work and for those who are anxious and depressed due to the many work place closures. 
 
We give thanks for positive voices, encouraging and nurturing others in so many different ways. 
 
We pray for those who are ill, and especially we remember those who are ill because of Covid 19.  
 
We remember all those who have died.  We pray for their families and friends and all who remain part of 
the story of their lives. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.  
 
A collect for today 

Risen Christ, your wounds declare your love for the world and the wonder of your risen life; 

Give us compassion and courage to risk ourselves for those we serve, to the glory of God the Father.  

Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Sing or say a verse of your favourite hymn 

 

May the love, light, hope and blessing of God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us, with those 

we love and with all for whom we have prayed now and always   Amen  



 


