
South Petherton and Crewkerne Circuit   Sunday service for Sunday 17th May 2020         6th Sunday of Easter 

                                                 The Lord is here : His Spirit is with us  : Alleluia 

 We say or sing the Easter hymn  

1 This joyful Eastertide                          2  No work for him is vain,             3  Then put your trust in Christ  

   What need is there for grieving?          No faith in him mistaken,               In waking and in sleeping. 

   Cast all your cares aside                         for Easter makes it plain                 His grace on earth sufficed; 

   and be not unbelieving:                         his kingdom is not shaken:             he’ll never quit his keeping:  

 

  Come share our Easter joy                     Come share our Easter joy             Come share our Easter joy 

  that death could not imprison,             that death could not imprison,       that death could not imprison, 

  nor any power destroy,                          nor any power destroy,                    nor any power destroy, 

  our Christ, who is arisen!                       our Christ, who is arisen!                  our Christ, who is arisen! 
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Our prayers (perhaps leave a time of silence between each section)  

 

Creator God, whose light shines in our darkness and who is our hope and our peace; we give thanks for 

the story of Easter and for the way that the Risen Christ gave renewed hope and vision to the first 

disciples. May that hope be with us and with our world today as we struggle with the effects of the 

Covid 19 pandemic.  

 

We recognise our need for faith, hope and love in these days as we celebrate the acts of kindness being 

shared both in our communities and across the world. We recognise the fear that is in the hearts of 

people and of nations, just as it was in the hearts of the disciples on the first Easter day.  

 

Jesus brought his peace into that fear, just as he does today and we pray that the peace that God offers 

us will be with us, with those who work for others during this pandemic and with everyone in our 

communities at this time. 

 

We give thanks for the love, hope, care, compassion and peace of God who offers to us and this world 

forgiveness, freedom and peace. May we know that hope and peace; may we find forgiveness, and may 

we share the vision of God’s love which reaches out into the life of the world now and always.                

We ask our prayer in Jesus name.   Amen  

 

A collect for today 

 

Risen Christ, by the lakeside you renewed the call to your disciples 

Help your church to obey your command and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

To the glory of God the Father.   Amen 

 

 

Our readings for today     1 Peter 3 v 13 – 22          

                                               John 14 v 15 – 21 

 

 

In these 7 verses in John 14 which are set for the Gospel reading for today, the Evangelist shares his 

understanding of how we might live out our lives inspired by the story of Jesus.  In these verses in John’s 

Gospel Jesus begins by saying ‘if you love me, you will keep my commandments’. Jesus isn’t just saying 



‘if you believe in me’ but he is taking us further into a deeper relationship which is about love, the 

greatest gift according to Paul in 1 Corinthians 13 v 13.  Within that relationship Jesus promises that he 

will send an advocate, someone who will speak on God’s behalf as well as on ours. The Spirit of truth 

‘whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him or knows him’.  As human beings we need 

to question many things, including matters of faith as Thomas shows us when he first encounters the 

risen Christ and the world also questions the way that faith can make a difference. Knowledge of God is 

not the same as interacting with God and as John tells us we know the Spirit of God because of our 

ongoing relationship with God. You know the Spirit of God says Jesus, ‘Because he abides in you and he 

will be in you’.  To abide is to remain, and so the Spirit engages with us as we act in ways that only we 

can to bring the way of God to the world.  Jesus says that he will not abandon us or abandon the world 

which is part of God’s creation. ‘I will not leave you as orphans’ he says, for Jesus will come to us 

through the Sprit of truth who shows that truth in our faith and in our lives.  Jesus tells the disciples here 

that even though they see him now, they will not see him in the future.  It is at the Resurrection that 

they find the reality of what Jesus says here, ‘because I live, you also shall live’. It is then that the 

fullness of love in which we get to know God is revealed and as Jesus says ‘They who have my 

commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 

Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them’ which is where we are today, seeking God in our 

faith and in our world, and finding God at the heart of love.   

 

Our Prayers 

 

We pray for our world. A world which is struggling with the effects of poverty, exploitation and 

inequality as well as the Covid 19 outbreak. We pray for the nations of the world, for their leaders and 

for their health care and social services. During this Christian Aid week we pray for those who give to the 

work of Christian Aid through their donations and we pray for those whose lives will be changed by 

those gifts.  Like all who work for Christian Aid, may we continue to share a deeper vision of hope for 

the world of today and tomorrow.  

 

We share a silence                                        Lord in your mercy   Hear our prayer 

 

We pray for our community, for our people, for our families and friends.  We pray for all those who have 

been affected by Covid 19 directly or indirectly. We pray for those who are ill and we pray for those 

within the NHS who care for them. We pray for all those whose work in the health service in many 

different ways brings healing and hope, and we especially remember those whose work has brought 

them into a place which is difficult to cope with asking that they may find peace.  We pray for all key 

workers in our community asking that we may work together to bring a deeper peace to the lives of 

others and to our lives today. We pray for all who have died, their families and their friends.  

 

We share a silence                                      Lord in your mercy   Hear our prayer 

 

Today I pray for ..      

 

We share a silence                                      We bring our prayers in Jesus name         Amen 

 

Say or sing a verse or verses of a favourite hymn after which we end with a Celtic Blessing  

 
        May the road rise to meet you; may the wind be always at your back. 

        May the sun shine warm upon your face; the rains fall soft on your fields. 

        And until we meet again, may God hold us in the hollow of his hand.        Let us bless the Lord.   Thanks be to God.   


