
A Service for Pentecost Sunday     May 31st 2020    South Petherton and Crewkerne Circuit 

 

And the messengers from God said,  ‘Men of Galilee – why do you stand here looking into the sky?   Acts 1 v 11 

 

The Lord is here : His Spirit is with us 

 

We begin our Sunday Service with a Pentecost hymn which picks up the themes of the Spirit of God in creation 

and in our world today. 

 

1 Into a world of dark                         3 Light in the darkness grew;                    5  From empty wastes of death, 

   waste and disordered space,             land in the water stood;                             on loves disordered grief  

   he came, a wind that moved             and space and time became                      light in the darkness blazed, 

   across the waters’ face.                      a beauty that was good.                             and kindled new belief. 

 

2 The Spirit in the wild                       4  Into a world of doubt                             6  Still, with creative power, 

   breathed, and a world began            through doors we closed, he came          God’s spirit comes to give 

   from shapelessness came form,       the Breath of God, in power                      a pattern of new life – 

   from nothingness, a plan.                  Like wind and roaring flame.                     our world begins to live.  
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A Prayer taken from the Methodist Worship Book for this Sunday and a Collect for Today from Common Worship 

 

Faithful God, you fulfilled the promise of Easter by sending your Holy Spirit and opening the way of eternal life to all 

the human race. Keep us in the unity of your Spirit, that every tongue may tell of your glory; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen 

 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us your holy fire; strengthen your children with the gift of faith, revive your 

Church with the breath of love, and renew the face of the earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 

 

Our readings set for today   John 20 v 19 – 23  and Acts 2 v 1 – 21  

 

Jesus said to the disciples ‘’Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard 

me speak about. For John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit’. (Acts 1 v 

4). The disciples had shared much with Jesus, they had walked with him,  they had heard him teach, they had seen 

his compassion and care, they had seen his determination to stand up to injustice and hypocrisy, they had seen 

how he healed and how he led people to a view of God which was challenging, creative and life changing.  They had 

seen how he had been led to the cross, laid in a tomb and the stone rolled across. They had glimpsed the 

resurrection and hope became part of them again.  And then in upper rooms and by the sea and in many other 

places, they met with the risen Jesus which gave them time for new conversations, trust and vision.  At the 

Ascension when Jesus returns back to God, Luke tells us the disciples were looking intently into the sky, to the place 

where Jesus had been, forgetting to look at where Jesus is. If they just kept looking at what they knew and looking 

into the sky they would soon fall over something that was on the ground.  They had to look back at the world, the 

world that Jesus had just left, for it is in this world that the Spirit of Jesus remained, as did the breath of God in all 

creation as seen in the book of Genesis where the Spirit of God brooded over the waters until God said…..let there 

be light.  But they were not ready yet to tell their story as they had been told by Jesus to go back to Jerusalem and 

wait.  

Waiting is not always easy.  

We have had an enforced wait over these past months and we have found how difficult that is.  It would have been 

so for the disciples too. They wanted to get on with telling the story of Jesus but the time was not yet right.  It was 

only when the Holy Spirit came to them that they could go out into the world. They were still the same people, with 

the same story and the same relationships, but something had changed for them and they were now speaking on 

that first Pentecost, and the strange thing was, everyone was hearing them in their own language.  It was the 



opposite of what happened at the tower of babel which challenged God, now God was challenging the disciples and 

all who heard them as they shared the message of salvation, renewal and forgiveness.   

Pentecost was fifty days after the Passover and is sometimes called the Feast of Weeks in the rabbinic calendar.  It 

was a harvest festival perhaps being related to the harvest of first fruits (Numbers 28 v 26} which would be apt for 

the coming of the Holy Spirit.  People were at the Festival from all the countries and regions around Jerusalem and 

the city would have been a mix of languages and cultures.  Here was a new harvest. The disciples found themselves 

in the midst of a violent wind when ‘they saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest 

on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 

enabled them’ (Acts 2 v 3,4).  Those around them were amazed at what was happening. Some said ‘what does this 

mean’ while others said ‘they have had too much wine’. It is Peter who stands up and tells the story of Jesus linking 

it with the prophesy of Joel who says that when the spirit comes ‘your sons and daughters will prophesy, your 

young men will see visions and your old men will dream dreams’ – the same goes for young women and older 

women too! We stand in the same tradition. When I was growing up the church talked of the Holy Ghost which 

suggested to me then that the Spirit of God was unknowable and was not engaged in the world. We find in that 

Acts of the Apostles though that the Holy Spirit is rooted in the world, to encourage, inspire and guide so that we 

can discover and share God’s presence in the world in which we live. The Holy Spirit came to the disciples with 

power, but that is not the only way that the Spirit is at work. I always feel that it is the ‘nudge’ of the Holy Spirit 

which is just as powerful as we seek the way of God in the world.  The same Spirit who inspires and guides our faith 

through the years producing both fruit and gifts, as Paul tells us in Galatians 5 v 22 – 26 and Romans 12 v 6 - 8.  

On the third great festival of the Church we celebrate the time when the Spirit of God came into the world and into 

the lives of the disciples. The Holy Spirit is seen in different ways in the life of Christians today but it is the same 

Spirit of God who brings us hope and that hope is in all of us as we seek to share the way of God’s love, peace, 

forgiveness and blessing in our world.  

Our Prayers for each other and the world in which we live taken from the Service for Pentecost in the Methodist 

Service Book 

Gracious God, whose Spirit helps us in our weakness and guides us in our prayers, we pray for the church and for 

the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Renew the life and faith of the Church; strengthen our witness and make us one in Christ. Grant that we and all 

who confess that Christ is Lord may be faithful in your service and filled with the Spirit that the world may be 

turned to you.    Lord, in your mercy  :  Hear our prayer.  

Guide the nations in the ways of justice, liberty and peace; and help them to seek the unity and welfare of all 

people. Give to all in authority wisdom to know and strength to do what is right.   Lord, in your mercy  :               

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort those in sorrow; heal the sick in body or in mind and deliver the oppressed.  Grant us compassion for all 

who suffer and help us to carry one another’s burdens that we may fulfil the law of Christ.  Lord, in your mercy  :  

Hear our prayer. 

Receive our thanks and praise for all who have served you faithfully here on earth, and especially those who have 

revealed to us your grace in Christ. May we and all your people share the life and joy of your Kingdom. Through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

We spend time in quietness as we bring our own prayers into the stillness today.    

Lord, in your mercy  :  Hear our prayer,  for we bring our prayers in Jesus name. Amen. 

Spend some time to reflect on a Pentecost hymn or on the reading from Acts 

A Blessing 

May the Spirit of truth lead us into all truth, give us grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord and to proclaim the 

word and works of God, and the blessing of God, Spirit, Son and Father be with us and remain with us and with all 

for whom we have prayed,  this day and always  Amen  


