
South Petherton and Crewkerne Circuit       A Service for Aldersgate Sunday (Wesley Day) 2020 

The Lord is here : His Spirit is with us 

On this Aldersgate Sunday we remember the way that the founder of Methodism, John Wesley, had an experience of 

‘the warmed heart’ and felt that he could trust in God. At the same time, he experienced the assurance of faith.  

His brother Charles wrote the hymns that remain at the heart of Methodist worship. To us they are old hymns, but at 

the time they were written they had the same impact and newness of today’s hymn writers. The Methodist people 

over the years have learnt their theology from the singing of hymns in a Church which seeks to share the good news 

of Jesus with people around us just as much now as in the time of the Wesleys. 

A Prayer 

Creator God you call us to faith and you inspire our understanding.  Dwell with us as we seek to discern your 

presence during these changed times.  We thank you that you have called people in the past to tell the story of your 

Son as they faced their own challenges just as you speak to us in ours.  

On this day we give thanks for the lives and inspiration of John and Charles Wesley. They explored faith in their world 

as we do and they shared the hope and love of God as we too seek to do today.  We thank you that your love 

remains constant for us and for our world. We pray that as we share the vision of your presence so you will continue 

to inspire us so as to share the story of your Son in today’s world.  May we know the assurance of forgiveness, share 

a discernment of your hope and share a vision of your presence around us in our worship and in our lives.  We ask 

this is Jesus name. Amen   

We start with perhaps one of the most famous of Charles Wesley’s hymns. ‘O for a thousand tongues to sing’ which 
in Methodist Hymn collections up to Hymns and Psalms was placed at No1! 

HYMN O for a thousand tongues to sing  

1 O for a thousand tongues to sing     3 Jesus! the name that charms our fears,    5 He breaks the power of cancelled sin  

   My great redeemers praise,                 That bids our sorrows cease;                         He sets the prisoner free; 

   The glories of my God and King,          ‘Tis music in the sinners ears                         His blood can make the foulest clean, 

   The triumphs of His grace!                    ‘Tis life, and health, and peace.                    His blood availed for me. 

 

2 My gracious Master and my God           4   He speaks, and, listening to his voice     6   See all your sins on Jesus laid : 

   Assist me to proclaim,                                   New life the dead receive,                             The Lamb of God was slain. 

   To spread through all the earth abroad     The mournful, broken hearts rejoice,         His soul was once an offering made 

   The honours of thy name.                            The humble poor believe.                               For every soul of man.  

  
Charles Wesley (1707 – 88)   MHB 1, H&P744     StF364   Tune Richmond, Lydia or Lyngham 

 

 
             

Our Readings        Romans 5 v 1 – 1       Mark 12 v 28 – 37  

 

Both of our readings for today have a significance in the life of John Wesley and for the Church today.  Paul in Romans 

5 v 1 says this ‘since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 

we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand’.  Wesley too came to see that we do not earn salvation by 

good works, but salvation is by faith, through the grace of God, which then inspires us to do good works. Paul in this 

part of the letter to the Romans shares his thoughts about forgiveness and hope, seeing that through our relationship 

with God we are reconciled to God (v10,11). Paul sees the importance of faith as a gift from God which is offered to 

the whole of creation.  It is by this faith that we discover, and continue to discover, the way of God for ourselves, 

through the grace that God offers to us.  



 

The Gospel reading sees Jesus in conversation with people around him when one of the scribes comes to him and asks 

him one of those questions which were often used to catch Jesus out. ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ the 

scribe asks Jesus. Jesus immediately responds with the first two, to love God and to love neighbour.  The scribe sees 

that Jesus has answered wisely and he says that to love God and to love your neighbour is ‘more important than all 

whole burnt offerings and sacrifices’ (v 33).  When Jesus sees that the scribe had answered wisely, he says to him, ‘You 

are not far from the Kingdom of God’ (v34) after which no one asked Jesus any more questions!  

 

What we see here is the discovery of faith beyond what is already known. Jesus recognised where individuals were on 

their journey of faith and talked with them of ways that deepened and engaged their faith more fully. Having done so, 

as with this scribe, Jesus said that they were ‘not far from the Kingdom of God’. In other words, they were going in the 

right direction but they had not yet found that place where the Kingdom of God is in its fullness. Wherever we are on 

our Christian journey there is always more to learn. 

 

We see in the story of John Wesley that he started off seeking to share the love of God by doing good works. It was 
only after many adventures that on May 24th 1738 he started his day by reading ‘you are not far from the Kingdom of 
God’. With this in mind and going to the society in Aldersgate street he heard the words of Luther’s preface to the 
Letter to the Romans during which he says  ‘I felt my heart strangely warm’d. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for 
salvation: And an assurance was given to me, that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law 
of sin and death.” His experience was to shape his life, his work and his world.  What God does for us too is to inspire 
us in our faith and sometimes to nudge us into a new place where we gain further assurance of faith. Wherever we 
are on our Christian journey, day by day, may we too find more of the peace and the blessing of God.    
 
Our Prayers  
 
We pray for The World: for those around the world who are suffering from the effects of Covid 19. For those who work 
internationally to bring relief of suffering.  For those who are developing vaccines and therapy that they may 
collaborate across the world. We pray for our Governance and the Governance of the nations, that nations may speak 
with each other and collaborate to find ways forward at this time.           Lord in your mercy   Hear our Prayer  
 
We pray for our Country: for those who are fearful. For those who have to return to work who feel unsafe. For our 
teachers, students and their parents and carers who will have to make difficult decisions as to how and when to return 
to school. For all the volunteers who are supporting their communities. For all those in our health service and all key 
workers.                                                                                                                Lord in your mercy   Hear our Prayer  
 
We pray for individuals: for those who are suffering from the effects of Covid 19, for those who are ill and for those 
who are struggling with the lockdown. For those who are in unsafe relationships during lockdown. For those who have 
died and those who mourn. For all who seek God and those who have found God afresh during lockdown.   
                                                                                                                                   Lord in your mercy   Hear our Prayer  
 
We bring our own prayers into the silence and then say the Lord’s Prayer.   
 
Sing or say some verses from a favourite hymn  
 
May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and 
for evermore.   Amen 
 
Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God.                  
             


